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Regent receives message 
from Turkish president 

AMMAN (Petra) His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Sunday received Turk- 
ish Minister of State Sukru Gural who conveyed to 
the Regent a message from Turkish President 
Suleiman Demirel. Prince Hassan and the Turkish 
minister reviewed bilateral and regional relations, 
prince Hassan stressed the need for establishing 
peace, stability and cooperation in the region on the 
basis of mutual respect. 



Libya sends draft resoliu. 
on embargo to Arab League rj 

CAIRO (AFP) — Libya has submitted a draft resolu- 
tion to the Arab League aimed at lifting the six-year 
embargo against Tripoli, a League official said Sun- 
day. The resolution “will be examined by the foreign 
affaire ministers of the Arab League" at their mid- 
September meeting, said League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. The O.N. Security Council 
Thursday voted unanimously to lift the sanctions in 
exchange for Tripoli's extradition to the Netherlands 
of the two Libyans suspected of the 198S Lockerbie 
bombing that left 270 dead. Washington and London 
last week retreated from earlier demands that the sus- 
pects be tried in either the United States or Britain, 
and agreed to have the men tried in The Hague 
according to Scottish law and with Scottish judges. 
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Voicing hope £ a successful end will soon unfold 5 : 


Regent: Peace dividends intangible 
as a result of political stalemate 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, shakes hands with U.S. academic Malcolm Hoenlein at 
the opening conference of U.S. and European academics and politicians in Amman on Sunday (Reuters photo) 


‘The time has come for a policy review of 
this region inclusive of Iraq, Libya, Sudan’ 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Sunday said the much-promised 
economic peace dividends have 
failed to materialise over the past 
two years in the absence of politi- 
cal movement on the Palestinian- 
Israeli track. 

“There is no tangible result to 
show for all our patience. Yet, we 
keep indulging ourselves in the 
hope that a successful end will 
soon unfold," Prince Hassan told 
an audience of prominent politi- 
cians and academics attending the 
New Atlantic Initiative (NAI) con- 
ference in Amman. 

“Whatever economic promises 
we have made to our people as a 
result of peace, have been practi- 
cally belied by the events of the 
last weeks. In Jordan our economic 
growth rate has declined to almost 
zero in 1996," said the Crown 
Prince. 

Prince Hassan noted that trade 
between Jordan and Israel is barely 
twenty million dollars per annum, 
while trade between the Kingdom 
and the Palestinian territories “is 
even worse than that of 1984. when 
the West Bank and Gaza were 
totally under Israeli control.” 
Responding to criticisms levelled 
against Jordan for “pushing" for 
ties with the Jewish state, the 
Cro^ri Prince said: “Our insistence 
in pursuing these [peace] talks is 
basically motivated by our strate- 
gic interest." 

“We have...been accused by 
some critics in our constituency of 
interfering and meddling in the 
internal affairs of the Palestinians." 
he said. 

“Our response is clear. We do not 
mediate. We do not represent the 
Palestinians. They are there as an 
entity, as an identity, as a people, 
and it is for the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) to engage in 
direct negotiations with the gov- 
ernment of Israel,” continued the 
Crown Prince, adding that the 
Kingdom will resume its role as 
“facilitator.” 

Prince Hassan added that he 


Relieved that officials in the PNA 
were implementing their security 
responsibilities in accordance with 
the Oslo accords. 

Speaking on the issue of the U.S. 
policies on the Middle East, Prince 
Hassan called for a general policy 
review of the region. 

“I’d like to suggest effectively 
that the time has come for a policy 
review of this Middle East region 
inclusive of Iraq, Libya, Sudan....I 
would like to suggest that the time 
has come for a broad-based strate- 
gy,” he said. 


The Crown Prince also dismissed 
speculation of Jordanian-Turkish- 
Israeli cooperation, saying “there is 
no grand design.” 

“How do we say to the Syrians 
we have no grand designs with 
Turkey?” Prince Hassan asked 
members of the conference, adding 
that “the isolation of Turkey, and 
pushing Turkey into a comer is not 
in the region’s interest.” 

The NAI conference is to move 
to Tel Aviv on Monday and Tues- 
day, when Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is due to 


speak. 

The NAI, which was established 
in June 1996 in Washington D.C. 
as a public policy research centre, 
began as an effort to debate the 
new agenda for transatlantic rela- 
tions. 

The state aims are to move 
toward free trade between an 
enlarged European Union and the 
North American free trade area to 
strengthen global free trade, and to 
reinvigorate Atlantic institutions of 
political cooperation and consulta- 
tion. 


Sudan: Relief plane may have spied prior 
to U.S. strike on pharmaceutical factory 


U.S.: No international probe 
needed for Sudan bombing 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations Bill Richardson on Sunday 
rejected calls for a U-N. probe of the American 
bombing of a Sudanese factory. 

“We don't think an investigation is needed,” 
Richardson said on NBC television amid 
charges the Pentagon may have shelled a plant 
with no military purpose. 

‘We don't think anything needs to be put to 
rest” 

Sudan maintains that the A1 Shift factory 
bombed by five U.S. military cruise missiles on 
August 20 was purely a pharmaceutical plant 
making medicines, mostly anti-malaria drugs 
and syrups for children. 

The Khartoum factory, which supplied 50 per 
cent of Sudan's medicine requirement, was 
destroyed, le adin g to an acute shortage of drugs 
in the African nation. 

On Sunday Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail said Sudan would accept 
a fact-finding mission either from the U.N. 
Security Council ot the U.S. administration “to 
check once and for all these or any other allega- 
tions on terrorism" 

But Richardson said the United States does 
not believe die United Nations needs to get 


involved, because Washington has “direct, solid 
evidence" the plant had military applications 
and that Sudan has ties with multi-millionaire 
Saudi exile Osama Ben Laden. 

Ben Laden is suspected of orchestrating the 
deadly bombings of two U-S. embassies in east 
Africa on August 7. The U.S. strikes against 
Sudan and against a suspected Islamist base in 
Afghanistan were in retaliation for that attack. 

Richardson said Washington has soil samples 
front the Sudan plant that indicate the presence 
of chemical compound EMPTA. 

An acronym for ethyl methylphosphonoth- 
ionate, EMPTA by itself is not toxic but is only 
two manufacturing steps away from VX nerve 
agent, a subaance dial can kill within seconds of 
contact with skin. 

The United States also has evidence of ties 
between Sudan, Ben Laden and Iraq, he said. 

A statement by Sudan that Ben Laden left the 
country in 1995 and no longer has any links to it 
is “Totally untrue” Richardson said. 

The Sudanese “have been known to harbour 
terrorists. They have been known to have these 
ties with Osama Ben Laden,” he said. 

'There is a direct linkage between the two.” 


NAIROBI (AP) — Sudan 
suggested Sunday that a 
relief plane from a UN. 
umbrella group may have 
spied on behalf of the United 
States, carrying out surveil- 
lance just before the Ameri- 
can missile strike on a 
Sudanese factory. 

The Sudanese Foreign 
Minister, Mustafa Osman 
Ismail, told reporters in the 
Kenyan capital of Nairobi 
that Sudanese suspicions 
were aroused by the fact that 
a plane from Operation Life- 
line Sudan had been cleared 
to land just prior to the Aug. 
20 U.S. raid, but instead cir- 
cled the airport, then flew 
off. 

Its flight path took it very 
close to the targeted factory, 
he said. 

Is mail said S udan hnri no 
direct proof the plane was 
conducting surveillance on 
behalf of the United States, 
but said: “This is our analy- 
sis.” Representatives of the 

Kenya-based relief organisa- 
tion could not immediately 
be reached for comment. The 
group has been funnelling 
aid to' Sudanese in the coun- 
ity's south who face starva- 
tion due to drought and the 
15-year civil war between 
the Islamic government and 
rebels. 

Sudan has long been criti- 
cal of Operation Lifeline 
Sudan, accusing it repeatedly 
“t the past of aiding the 

southern rebels. 


Ismail stopped in Kenya en 
route to jDurban, South 
Africa, for the Non- Aligned 
Movement meeting. At the 
gathering. Sudan's President 
Omar AJ Bashir plans to 
make an issue of the U.S. 
strike, which came 13 days 
after twin bombings of the 
U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania dial killed 258 peo- 
ple. 

The U.S. administration 
said the targeted sites had 
links to Saudi exile Osama 
Ben Laden, whom it accuses 
of inspiring and bankrolling 
the embassy attacks. 

Washin gton has said the 
Sudanese" plant was manu- 
facturing precursors for VX 
nerve gas, but Sudan says it 
was strictly a pharmaceutical 
manufacturer — a claim 
Ismail reiterated Sunday. 

Sudan, be said, “has got 
nothing to do with Ben 
Laden, it has nothing to do 
with chemicals.” The foreign 
minister also renewal 
Sudan's calls for an indepen- 
dent fact-finding mission by 
the United Nations Security 
Council ora foreign observer 
group to study competing 
U.S. and Sudanese claims 
about the Al Shifa Pharma- 
ceutical Industries Co.’s 
activities. 

He also said that if the 
plant had been a chemical- 
weapons factory, the U.S. 
strike against it would have 
been “genocide" because the 
plant on Khartoum’s out- 


skirts, was in a populated 
area and close to a river that 
could have been contaminat- 
ed. 

Despite the harsh criticism 
of the U.S. strike, Ismail said 
Sudan’s main interest was to 
determine whether the Unit- 
ed Scares had simply been 
“misled or misinformed'* in 


hitting the Khartoum factory. 

“We are not confronting 
the U.S.," he said. “We are 
for mutual dialogue and 
understanding.” Ismail also 
said he had no opinion of 
Kenya’s handing over last 
week of two suspects in the 
embassy bombing to the 
United Stares for trial. 


“That’s up to foe Kenyans, 
of course," he said. 

Kenyans generally greeted 
the handover with relief, 
because of fears a terrorist 
trial could bring new attacks 
against their country. But 
some saw the move as giving 
up too much national sover- 
eignty. 


Richardson, Ritter clash 
over U.S. policy on Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations Bill 
Richardson rejected 

charges Sunday that Wash- 
ington had softened its 
position on U.N. inspec- 
tions to ensure Iraqi disar- 
mament 

But a former U.S. arms 
inspector who made that 
explosive charge and 
resigned in protest last 
week contradicted Richard- 
son. saying the United 
States indeed had changed 
its policy. 

Scott Ritter told ABC 
television that Washington 
has secretly acted against to 


its stated policy of backing 
forceful inspections by the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOMT) operating in 
Iraq. 

“Since ApriJ...tbe United 
States has placed consider- 
able pressure on both the 
special commission and 
other supporters in the 
Security Council such as 
the United Kingdom to 
hold off from carrying out 
inspections that could cause 
a confrontation with Iraq," 
Ritter said. 

Ritter, a 37-year-old for- 
mer U.S. Marine accused 
by Iraq of being a spy, said 
last week that at least six 


intrusive inspections had 
been stopped since Novem- 
ber under pressure from 
Washington. 

He said the United States 
fears it lacks support from 
the international communi- 
ty for a confrontation with 
Baghdad. 

Ritter resigned from 
UNSCOM on Wednesday, 
saying that he could no 
longer continue because of 
the U.S. and U.N. “surren- 
der” to Iraq. 

“There’s been no change 
of policy," Richardson said 
on NBC television. ‘The 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel lifts curfew on Arabs 
around Jewish enclave 


HEBRON (AFP) — 
Israel’s army lifted a cur- 
few on Arab neighbour- 
hoods around the Jewish 
enclave in Hebron Sunday 
morning, nine days after 
the clampdown was 
imposed following the 
killing of a settler. 

The curfew prevented 
some 15,000 Palestinians 
from leaving their homes 
except during occasional 
three-hour periods when 
they were allowed to 
stock' up oii provisions. 

Before the curfew was 
lifted, Jewish settlers van- 
dalised a number of Arab 
homes in the area 
overnight and Palestinian 
youths from adjacent 
areas ruled by the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) clashed briefly 
with Israeli soldiers, wit- 


nesses said. 

The youths threw stones 
and empty bottles at sol- 
diers guarding the Jewish 
enclave who responded 
with rubber-coated bul- 
lets. One youth was 
slightly wounded by the 
projectiles, doctors said. 

Following the August 20 
stabbing to death of Rabbi 
Shlomo Raanan, 63, in an 
isolated section of the 
Jewish settlement. Israeli 
forces sealed off all of 
Hebron, a city of 120.000 
placed mostly under 
Palestinian rule since Jan- 
uary 1997. 

The closure on the 
autonomous pan of the 
city was lifted Friday. 

The closure and curfew 
had led to severe water 
shortages in the city and 
rwo babies died after their 


mothers were prevented 
from reaching hospital by 
Israeli army checkpoints, 
according to Palestinian 
police and hospital offi- 
cials. 

The Israeli zone covers 
about 20 per cent of the 
city where some 400 zeal- 
ous Jewish settlers five in 
a state of nearly constant 
conflict with their Pales- 
tinian neighbours. 

The PNA has strongly 
protested the curfew and 
earlier closure on Hebron 
as an unjustified collec- 
tive punishment for the 
murder of Raanan. whose 
killer remains at large. 

Israel says he was 
stabbed by a Palestinian 
activist who then fled into 
the Palestinian-ruled part 
of Hebron. 


Israel braces for far-right 
Jewish terror attacks 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
tightened security around 
government leaders and 
Jerusalem's Al Aqsa 
Mosque Sunday after 
reports that far-right Jewish 
radicals were plotting ter- 
rorist attacks, army radio 
said. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was due to bead 
a special inter-ministerial 
meeting Sunday to discuss 
the danger of Jewish mili- 
tants carrying out assassi- 
nations or anti-Arab attacks 
to foil any further Israeli 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank, officials said. 

The Shin Bet secret ser- 
vice also stepped up securi- 
ty around Netanyahu, 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and President 
Ezer Weizman for fear they 
could be the targets for 
assassination. Israel Radio 
reported. 

Former Labour Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
killed in November 1995 


by a right-wing Jewish 
activist infuriated by his 
policy of granting limited 
autonomy to Palestinians in 
the West Baltic. 

Israeli security officials 
have expressed growing 
concern over the past two 
weeks about possible 
actions by Jewish groups to 
torpedo negotiations with 
the Palestinians on further 
land transfers and in 
response to the murders of 
three Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank this month. 

“The police and security 
agencies have carried out 
certain operations to pre- 
vent these kinds of things,” 
Mordechai said on radio 
when asked about the dan- 
ger of attacks by far-right 
Israeli nationalists, notably 
against the Al Aqsa Mosque 
compound, the third holiest 
site in Islam. 

He declined to elaborate, 
but the army said the opera- 
tions he referred to 
involved the recent arrest of 


some right-wing activists. 

“We have to be ready to 
keep extremists from caus- 
ing a catastrophe." he said. 

Mordechai, considered 
the leading moderate in 
Netanyahu’s rightist gov- 
ernment, dismissed the 
reported death threats 
against him. 

“I sleep well at night and 
I have no intention of 
changing either my habits 
or my politics,” he stud. 

At the weekly meeting of 
the full Israeli cabinet Sun- 
day, Netanyahu alluded to 
threats from the far right, 
telling ministers: “We need 
to strengthen teachings 
against violence in our 
schools because this is vital 
for safeguarding the future 
of democracy," Israel Radio 
said. 

According to the radio, 
Sunday’s special ministeri- 
al meeting was to hear 
reports from Shin Beth 

(Continued on page 3) 


NAM divided on disarmament 


DURBAN (AFP) — Non- 
Aligned Movement coun- 
tries were deadlocked over 
disarmament in behind- 
closed-door talks here Sun- 
day, as member states tried 
to thrash out a resolution 
for endorsement by a full 
summit of heads of state 
this week. 

High-level delegations 
from several unidentified 
governments had broken 
away from committee-level 
talks in a bid to devise an 
acceptable compromise 
wording to be put before 
the summit starting 


Wednesday, a NAM secre- 
tariat spokesman said. 

The disarmament issue 
was one of several which 
emphasised the disunity in 
the disparate 113-Qation 
organisation before foreign 
ministers were Monday due 
to begin refining a declara- 
tion to be adopted by the 
heads of slate. 

The Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) tabled a 
draft resolution seeking 
worldwide condemnation 
of Uganda and Rwanda for 
“aggression" on its territo- 
ry- 


Meanwhile. Rwanda 
accused DRC President 
Laurent Kabila of training a 
10,000-strong mili tia — 
including Hutu ex-soldiers 
— and threatened to send 
troops to the DRC to 
defend vulnerable Tuts is. 

Ethiopia, locked in a 
stalemate border conflict 
with Eritrea in the Horn of 
Africa, made no great 
diplomatic effort with its 
Non-Aligned brother, ask- 
ing the organisers to move 
its delegation away from 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Iraq to reduce crude oil 
production — oil ministry 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
will be forced to reduce its 
oil production because of a 
delay in the delivery of spare 
parts needed to prop up its 
tottering oil industry, the oil 
ministry said Sunday. 

‘The delays in the delivery 
of spare pans will automati- 
cally lead to a reduction in 
the production and export of 
crude,'’ a spokesman for the 
ministry said, quoted by the 
official INA news agency. 

Under the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. Iraq is currently 
allowed to sell $5.2 billion 
of etude every six months 
mainly to provide for 
humanitarian imports. 

Iraq had previously said 
the most it could produce 
was $4.5 billion worth and 


Algeria 
sets up 
offices for 
missing 
people 


ALGIERS fR) — Algeria, 
acting after a U.N. panel 
visit last month, said on 
Sunday it would open 
offices to provide informa- 
tion about hundreds of 
missing people. 

The offices, to be set up in 
the capital Algiers and other 
provinces, will receive 
“requests by people asking 
for information about their 
disappeared relatives,** the 
official APS news agency 
reported. 

"All concerned persons 
are invited to present docu- 
ments to allow the authori- 


ties help them in the search 
for their relatives.** it added. 


Algerian human right 
activists say more than 
1 .000 people. mostly 
Islamists, have vanished 
without trace since 1992 
when the north African 
country plunged into vio- 
lence in which thousands of 
people have been killed. 

.Algerian authorities have 
in the past said that many of 
those reported missing by 
their families have joined 
the Islamists fighting the 
government or have 
escaped outside the country. 

But human right activists 
say the government 
appeared more open to dis- 
cuss the issue after it met a 
delegation representing the 
families of disappeared 
people earlier this month. 

The issue of so-called 
"forced disappearances'" 
figured high on the agenda 
of the six-member "U.N. 
panel that ended an 
unprecedented fact-finding 
mission to Algeria August 
4. 
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only after it received S300 
million worth of spare parts 
allocated under the pro- 
gramme in June. 

On Thursday. the 
spokesman for the U.N.'s 
humanitarian mission in 
Iraq. Eric FalL said nine 
spare parts contracts had so 
far been approved. 

A total of 58 contracts 
have been received by the 
U.N. and a total of 37 have 
been submitted to the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee, which 
includes the nine approved. 

Informed sources have 
said the first spare parts are 
not expected to arrive in Iraq 
until October. 

The specialist Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) 
reported last week that Iraq 


is expected to lower its com- 
mitted oil exports by about 
10 per cent for the next three 
months. 

"Iraq's State Oil Market- 
ing Organisation (SOMO) 
has notified its customers of 
substantial cutbacks in con- 
tract volumes available for 
delivery in the three months 
between now and the end of 
the period [November 25].’* 
the Nicosia-based newsletter 
said. 

“Altogether some 20-25 
million barrels are expected 
to be withheld from the 1 85 
million barrels of contract 
crude volume remaining to 
be lifted between August 2 1 
and November 25 — some- 
what over 10 per cent of the 
total." the report said. 


1 0 killed by rebels 
in western Algeria 



Man killed in 
south Lebanon 
for selling alcohol 


S1DON (R) — ■ Two sus- 
pected Islamists killed a 
man and slightly wpunded 
another in two attacks on 
alcohol shops in south 
Lebanon Sunday, a security 
source said. 

The first took place in the 
southern village of Wadi A1 
Zinah. 10 kilometres north 
of the port city of Sidon. 
when two drivers fired 
machine guns at a liquor 
store, lulling Wajih Ram- 
dan. 

The killers drove on to 
the village of Rmeilah 


where they wounded Abbas 
Ibrahim in a similar attack. 

When they came across a 
Syrian checkpoint they 
threw a hand grenade at the 
soldiers and escaped, with- 
out causing any casualties, 
the source said. 

Last month a man was 
killed in a similar anti-alco- 
hol attack in Sidon city 
where such incidents were 
frequent last year. 

Syria is the main power 
broker in Lebanon with 
35,000 troops in the coun- 
try. 


Hundreds poisoned in refugee camp 


ALGIERS (.AFP) — Ten 
people were killed 
overnight by suspected 
Islamists in the Ain Defla 
region some 160 kilometres 
west of the Algerian capi- 
tal. security services 
announced Sunday. 

A communique gave no 
details, except to say the 
incident took place at 
Targhout and that security 
forces had launched a pur- 
suit. 

The Ain Defla region, 
bordered by the Ouarsenis 
mountains which are a 
stronghold of the Armed 
Islamic Group's A1 Ahoual 
faction, has been the scene 
of a large number of attacks 
in recent weeks. 


Since August 13. a total 
of 49 people have died in 
Islamist attacks, including 
two bombings. 

A1 Khaber daily reported 
Sunday that security forces 
had mounted an operation 
in the Oued Djer area, 
killing at least wo suspect- 
ed Islamists and putting 
their bodies on view for the 
populace. 

An estimated 80.000 peo- 
ple have died in violence 
since armed Islamists 
began a war after the army- 
backed regime cancelled 
the second round of 1992 
general elections which the 
now-outlawed Islamic Sal- 
vation From (FIS) was 
poised to win. 


REACTION TO FIRST PNA EXECUTIONS: A Palestinian woman Sunday shouts 
upon hearing the shots fired during the execution of two Palestinian policemen, 
Ra’d and Mohammad Abu Sultan, outside the headquarters of the Palestinian 
police forces, where the execution took place. Tbe men were convicted of the August 
24 double murder of two brothers, Majdi and Mohammad Khalidi, and were exe- 
cuted on orders of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, the first use of capital pun- 
ishment by his four-year-old autonomy government ( AFP photo) 


NABLUS (.AFP) — Palestinian health workers sought Sun- 
day to find the source of a mass poisoning which hit more 
than 400 residents of a refugee camp in the northern West 
Bank. Some 350 residents of the Em Bet lima camp were 
treated for poisoning on Saturday and another 70 on Sunday, 
said Ibrahim Sulquam, a doctor with the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) which runs clinics in the refugee 
camps. “We took samples of drinking water and food but we 
will not have the results before tomorrow,” Sulquam told 
AFP. He said victims of the poisoning suffered cramps and 
diarrhoea but were not seriously ill. Ein Bet lima has around 
5.000 residents. 


Yemeni workers at American 
oil company to go on strike 


Egypt court overturns libel conviction 


Israeli singer’s Nablus 
city concert cancelled 
due to threats 


SANAA (AP)— Some 1,300 
Yemeni workers at the Amer- 
ican Hunt Oil Company 
announced Sunday that they 
will begin an open-ended 
strike on Monday, an official 
with the workers’ union said. 

The decision to strike came 
after the union failed to reach 
a compromise with the oil 
company and the Oil Min- 


istry. said the official, speak- 
ing on customary condition of 
anonymity. 

The workers, including 
technical and management 
staff, are demanding full med- 
ical insurance, overtime pay- 
ments. late shift and risk 
incentives and equal treat- 
ment with American co- 
workers. he said. 


He said the strike will con- 
tinue until all their demands 
are met 

Hunt Oil Company has a 
concession in an oil field in 
Marib. in northern Yemen, 
with a production capacity of 
165,000 barrels per day. The 
company hires 1 300 Yemeni 
staff in addition to 30 foreign 
workers. 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's highest court Sunday overturned 
the conviction of a journalist who has served more than five 
months of a six-month prison term and ordered a retrial. 
Security officials said the Court of Cassation found “mis- 
takes of technicality*’ in a lower court's ruling of libel against 
Jamal Fahmi. The officials said they expected Fahmi to be 
released immediately. They spoke on condition of anonymi- 
ty. Fahmi, managing editor of the now-defunct A1 Dust our 
daily, began serving a six -month jail term on March 21 after 
he was convicted of libelling Tharwat A baza, a member of 
parliament who also writes for a pro-government newspaper. 
The case involved an article Fahmi wrote for A1 Arabi news- 
paper in which he alleged that Abaza’s lather was a British 
sympathiser during Britain's occupation of Egypt. 


Egyptian police tighten embassies' security 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A pop- 
ular Israeli singer said 
Sunday she has cancelled a 
performance in a Palestin- 
ian city after reports that 
she might be attacked by 
Islamists. 

Zehava Ben told Israel 
Radio she was to have per- 
formed in the West Bank 
city of Nablus this coming 
Thursday, but Israeli police 
warned her that Hamas had 
expressed opposition to 
her appearance there. 

Ben's agent Eli Banal 
told the Associated Press a 
leaflet was distributed in 
the mosques in Nablus 
warning that tf Ben tried to 
enter the city the Palestini- 
ans would stop her. 

Police also received 
warnings that Hamas 
might attack Ben or try to 
kidnap her if she went 
ahead with the perfor- 


mance. Israel Radio and 
army radio reported. 

Hamas is opposed to the 
Oslo agreements between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
and has killed scores of 
Israelis in suicide bomb- 
ings since the peace 
process began. 

Ben is a supporter of rec- 
onciliation between the 
two peoples and has 
appeared before in Pales- 
tinian cities. “The most 
enthusiastic audiences 
have been in Nablus.” she 
told Israel Radio. She 
sings in .Arabic but said the 
Palestinians also ask for 
her Hebrew songs. 

A concert she was to 
have given in Gaza some 
years ago was also can- 
celled because security 
officials were apprehen- 
sive about her safety. 


Iraqi Kurd leader to visit Turkey 
before United States trip 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
leader of one of Iraq’s two 
main Kurdish factions will 
visit Turkey later this week 
ahead of a planned trip to 
the United States. Turkish 
newspapers said Sunday. 

Massoud Barzani. leader 
of the Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Party (KDP). will have 
talks with Foreign Minis- 
ter Ismail Ccm and other 
senior officials, the Eng- 
lish-language Turkish 
Daily News said. 

He is later to travel to 
Washington for talks with 
U.S. State Department 
officials, it said. 

KDP officials here were 
not available for comment 
and the date of Barzani *s 
arrival was not clear. 

Barzani 's KDP has been 
allied with the Turkish 


army since May 1997 in 
fighting against separatist 
Turkish Kurds in Iraqi ter- 
ritory. 

During a July visit to 
northern Iraq, a U.S. State 
Department official invited 
Barzani and Jalal Talabani. 
leader of the rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), to Washington this 
year. 

The KDP and the PUK 
have controlled northern 
Iraq in defiance of Bagh- 
dad since the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

But their partnership 
failed in 1 994 due to rows 
on power-sharing and tax 
revenue, and more than 
3,000 people have been 
killed in intermittent fight- 
ing since then. 

Their latest round of 


fighting erupted in late 
1996 when the KDP 
repulsed a PUK offensive 
with the help of Turkish 
troops. A fragile ceasefire 
has been in place since 
November that year. 

In Ankara. Barzani is 
expected to discuss with 
Turkish officials further 
measures against the out- 
lawed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK). which has 
been waging a separatist 
war in southeastern Turkey 
and also has bases in 
northern Iraq. 

In Washington. U.S. offi- 
cials arc expected to urge 
Barz.ani to sign a peace 
deal with Talabani and 
resist efforts by Baghdad 
to resume its influence in 
northern Iraq, analysts 
said. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian police tightened security around 
the embassies of the United States, Britain and Israel for fear 
of reprisals following U.S. raids 10 days ago against targets 
in Sudan and Afghanistan. Access for trucks and vans to 
streets around the embassies has been restricted for the past 
week, police officials said Sunday. The number of anti-ter- 
rorist police and security officers responsible for guarding 
the three embassies has also been reinforced, they said. 


Flooding toll in Yemen climbs to 64 


SANAA (AFP) — Flooding in Yemen killed another six 
people, bringing the death toll to 64 since torrential rains 
began battering the country two weeks ago. local authorities 
said Sunday. The six people died Saturday when they were 
carried away by floodwaters in the southeastern province of 
Abyan. The hardest-hit regions since flooding began are 
Hodeida. west of Sanaa, where 25 people have been killed, 
and Ibb. south of the capital, where 20 people have died. 


Pakistani transvestites arrested in S. Arabia 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi police have arrested five Pak- 
istani transvestites following a house raid in the capital of 
this ultra-conservative state, a newspaper reported Sunday. 
The Okaz newspaper printed pictures of the men, who were 
arrested Friday night, and branded their behaviour as “con- 
traiy to morality. All wore make-up and some were dressed 
in women s clothes. It was the week’s second arrest of trans- 
vestites. Last Sunday, the A1 Iqtissadiya newspaper splashed 
front page pictures of two young non-Saudi men dressed io 
evening gowns, arrested in another police raid. 


Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Cartoon — Highlander 

15:30 Drama — The Genic From 
Down Under 

16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

16:30 — Doc. — Last Frontiers 
17:00 ..French Programme — ThaUca 

18:00 Sea Quest iEp. I ) 

19:00 — Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Science Aoualites 

19:30 News headlines 

19i35 Comedy — Hope and Gloria 

20:00 Prospective 

20:30 .What's Your Poison 

21:10 Good Guvs. Bad Guys 

■ 22:00 News in English 

22:30 Titanic tpL IT) 

23:59 End ofT-X. 
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Church Tel. 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Tel. 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 


and seas calm. 


Mio/Max. temp. 

Amman. .......22/35 

Aqaba. 27/40 

Deserts 20/39 

Jordan Valley. 25/39 


Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 37 Aqaba 41 Humidity 
readings: Amman 14 per cent. 
Aqaba percent. 


Shmcisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy .5347632 

RBED: 

Dr. Mohammad Shari* 71005.88 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez SalGti. 914144 

Khali fch pharmacy 98541 7 


Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Information....44-532(KI 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ....44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ihn Al Nafces Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 101)3141 1 1 


EMERGENCIES 


Following arc the highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 
low in? areas: 


Fajr 

06:05 (Sunrise) Duha 

I £36 - Dhuhr 

16:12 „‘Asr 

19:07 Maghreb 

20:28 *!sha 


fieh Tel. 5920146 

Ajknin 

21 

The L'niatc Catholic Church 

Jcntsh 

J4 

TeL 4624757 

Um Qavs 


The English-Language Catholic 

Madaba 

— 33 

Parish TeL 4014190 

Petra 

35 

Evangelical Free Church Tel. 

Dead Sea 

39 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieb. Tel. 5920740 
. Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
J622366 

1 Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 


4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 

4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church Tel 477526 1 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment nf Meteorology 
Relative hot weather conditions 
will prevail with winds northwest- 
erly moderate, in Aqaba, it will be 
hot winds nonherlv moderate. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Hakim 4SS5446 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab _..._.5(S025O7 

Dr. Ayman Mohtaseb..^. 437574$ 

Dr. Jamal Jbarab .5347351 

Firas pharmacy „...566 1912 

Al Asema pharmacy 5347632 

Nuimikh pharmacy 4623672 

Al Salum pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 


Food Control Centre .4637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.46211 11.4637777 
fire Brigade — 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police 2*343402 

Traffic Police 4S%390 

Public Security Dept. 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 56US800 

Price Complaints..- .5661 176 

Wnx& Sewerage Crnptois 4897407 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

............ .47S71 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) .... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 4623101 

Abdaii Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Televisi .47731 1 1 

Radio Ionian .47741 \ l 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...5815615 


AMMAN: 

Hie Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Surgery .5921199 

The Warnic. Ahdli JW6I3I/7 

Hussein Medical Centro 

Luzmib 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 463614(1 

Palestine. Shmcisani 560707 1 

Shmcisani Hospital -5669131 

University Hospital ........5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital ..5667227/0 

Al-Ahli. Abdaii SftfrJ 164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajreen...4777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. -...47751 1 1/26 

Army. Marita 489161 I/I 5 

Queen Alia Hospital ...5602240/50 
Amal Hospital 4891611/15 


1 -Casablanca. Tunis iRJj 

1 Dubai (oddi(RJ) 

1 Dhahran i.addi (RJ) 

; Abu Dhabi taddi iRJi 

* ....New York. Amsiodam iRJi 

1 Tunis (add) (RJ) 

...JaXana. Kuala Lumpur iRJi 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is sup/dicl b\ 
Koyul Jonkumn ( RJ) information 
di'fkirftncnl at the Queen Alia 
International Airport M. 
\ 44)5*200-5. when- it \linuM 
always lv vcrifictl. Infaniuilinn ,m 
other flights can fv supplier! mi 

phone 44 f 52700). 


Other Flights 

Cairo (MSt 

Bahrain (GF» 

-..Vienna ( OS > 

i f :40 - Doha(QR) 

Khartoum <SD> 

Beirut (ME> 

Frankfurt ( LH > 

Dubai (EK> 

Istanbul iSDi 

22:25 .Tel At 6 (I.Yj 

01:30 Amsterdam. Damascus (EK I 
® 2:25 Athens. Beirut <OA) 


> Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

- Istanbul (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

— Dubai (add) (RJi 

Amsterdam. New York(RJ) 

- — Tunis (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi tadd) (RJ) 

-Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

.....Al ‘Ain. Abu Dubi (RJ) 

.Sanaa (RJ> 

Muscat (RJ) 

Dubai (odd) (RJl 

1 -...Muscat (add) (RJ) 




*0$ l ° 


(sW sian 


ARRIVALS 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gmt Hospital ...(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

....(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)99099 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

- (02)275555 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ l 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09-.50 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

10:15 Damascus (RJl 

10:50 Sanaa (RJ i 

KH55 Beirut (RJ) 

11:30 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:00 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 - -...London (RJ) 

18:15 - Istanbul (RJ) 

18:45 Kuwait (RJ\ 

19:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

1 9:250 ircugo. DtiruiL AnwtatLim f RJ ) 


Royal Wings <RW> 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Airrxm) 
<RW) 

18rf)0 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW> 

22:15 Tel Aviv larrivine at 
OAIAHRW) 

23:25 Aqaba t arriving at Marka 

Airport) (RW) 


Flights 

Istanbul (TK) 

Lamaca (CY) 

-Paris (AFi 

- London (AF) 

.Cairo (MS) 

Bahrain (GF) 

- Vienna (OS) 

...» Doha (QR) 

Istanbul (SD) 

... JJeirut (ME) 

— -....Dubai (EK) 

.Tel Aviv (lY) 

■ ..Khartoum (SD) 

Amsterdam (KL1 

-Beirut. Athens (OA) 


departures 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

-r *; Beirut t rj ) 

Frankfort. London (RJi 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08:00 Aqaba i from Marita Aiipon) 
(RW) 

°9-30 Aqaba l from Mata Airport) 
flW.i 

20:45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) 

2L30 .-Aipbaf&om QAIA) (RW) 
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Regent 
sends 
message to 
Malaysian 
PM 


KUALA LUMPUR (Petra) 
— Malaysian Prime Minis- 
ter Mahathir Mohammad 
has received a message from 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, expressing Jor- 
dan’s desire to strengthen 
relations with Malaysia. 

The message was deliv- 
ered by His Majesty King 
Hussein ’s advisor Saiah Abu 
Zeid at a meeting with the 
Malaysian prime minister, 
who expressed hope for the 
King’s quick recovery. 

Mahathir said he looked 
forward to the Regent visit- 
ing Malaysia to discuss 
means of portraying Islam’s 
true image to the world as 
well as the economic condi- 
tions in southeast Asia. 

Meanwhile, Malaysian 
ambassador to Jordan Ku 
Jaafar Ku Sb^ari on Sunday 
said that nearly 45,000 
Malaysian Muslim pilgrims 
visit Jordan every year on 
their way to perform ‘umra 
(minor pilgrimage) in 
Mecca and that 2.077 
Malaysian students current- 
ly study at Jordanian 
universities. 

Speaking on the eve of 
Malaysia’s national day, the 
ambassador thanked the 
Kingdom for the hospitality 
accorded to the pilgrims and 
the students. 

Economic relations 
between die two sides have 
increased steadily, with the 
volume of trade reaching 
$122 millioii in 1996 and 
$135 million in 1997, 
according to the ambas- 
sador. 

Malaysia is planning to 
organise a major fair of its 
industrial products in 
Amman" and meetings 
HOD^n^the Jordanian and 
^aynanbusiness commu- 
;ty^S|tp -discuss joint invest- 
mem projects, he added. 

The ambassador said the 
two countries have already 
established a business coun- 
cil to regulate economic and 
trade relations. 



PRINCESS RAHMA ATTENDS BLOOD DONATION CAMPAIGN: HRH 
Pnncess Rahma on Sunday receives an honorary shield from Safaab Industrial 
ki !f j 1 ene f a I Manager Amer Majali in appreciation of her participation in a 
blood donation campaign in the Sahab area. The campaign was organised by 
Sahab Industrial Estate and the Jordan Blood Bank (Petra photo) 


Police investigate Tafileh woman’s death 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police are inves- 
tigating the death of a 65 -year- 
old woman whose body Sun- 
day was found burnt beyond 
recognition in the basement of 
her house in Tafileh. according 
to official sources. 

Munah Suleiman's body 
was found by Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) rescue 
teams who were called in to 
extinguish a blaze at her house 
in Bsseira town, the sources 
said 

According to die sources the 
woman, who lived alone, suf- 
fered from depression 
“because she was poor, her 
husband took a second wife 
recently and because she had 
cancer.” 


“The woman, a mother of 
two girls, apparently was in 
despair. At dawn on Sunday, 
she poured kerosene over her 
body and lit herself" the 
sources said 

Police confirmed the inci- 
dent but refused to comment. 

Two police officers killed in 
accident 

Meanwhile, in other inci- 
dents in the Kingdom, two 
police officers were killed and 
two others were slightly 
injured in a road collision in 
Aqaba on Sarutday, officials 
said 

The accident which 
involved a large truck and a 
police patrol vehicle, occurred 
near the Royal Diving Centre 
at around 4:00 pm, die source 


said 

The source told the Jordan 
Times that the accident was a 
result of “wrongful overtaking 
and the two vehicles collided 
head on.” 

The deceased were identi- 
fied as sergeants Ahmad 
Saleh. 30, and Omar Awad, 
25. 

The two other police officers 
who were injured in the crash 
were identified as sergeants 
Tareq Abdullah, 25, and Obeid 
Abdullah. 

“The two are being treated at 
Haya Government Hospital 
for fractures and bruises and 
are listed in fair condition," the 
official added 

Al Ra 7 correspondent in 
Tafileh Ghad Amerien 
contributed to this report 


Richardson, Ritter clash over policy 


(Continued from page 1) 

record shows that the Clinton 
administration support for 
UNSCOM , has been .•unparal- 
leled" 

‘There have been times 
where timing and tactics had to 
be discussed with [top UN. 
weapons inspector Richard] 
Butter: But the record 


shows. ..that because of U.S. 
action, inspectors like Scott Rit- 
ter were able to conduct their 
inspections," he-said \ 

On CNN television. RichanJw 
son said “timing and tactics" 
were discussed as part of efforts 
to build international support in 
the U.N. Security Council for 
die U.S. position toward Iraq. 

“At no time did we go to But- 


ter and say, ‘don’t inspect, don’t 
do this,*" he said ‘This is a 
UN. decision. This is Butler’s 
decision. He is very, indepen- 
dent." ■-„ ^ i v ... w 
Richardson heaped praise on 
die former inspector, calling 
Ritter “an excellent investiga- 
tor," “a patriot," and a “good 
man" who has done “terrific 
work.” 


Israel braces for far-right Jewish terror attacks 


(Continued from page 1) 

chief Ami Ayalon and other 
police officials on measures 
taken go protect the Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound in the Old 
City of east Jerusalem. 

The compound is one of the 
worst flashpoints for Mushm- 
Jewish conflict because the 
mosques were built on the site 
of the former Jewish temple 
destroyed by the Romans in 70 
AD. 

The Wfestera retaining wall 


of the raised mosque com- 
pound known to Jews as Tem- 
ple Mount, is the last vestige of 
the temple and is the holiest 
site in Judaism. 

“An attack on Al Aqsa by a 
handful of fanatics would 
cause a bloodbath and an 
explosion of anger across the 
Middle East." one senior 
police official told AFP. 

“The worst danger comes 
from isolated individuals who 
are nM in die Shin Bet files." be 
said 


A senior Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority security official 
for his part warned his Israeli 
counterparts that they would 
be held responsible for any 
attacks by Jewish radicals on 
Palestinians or Muslim holy 
sites, saying such violence 
would unleash “an uncontrol- 
lable explosion." 

A Jewish underground 
group which carried out anti- 
Arab attacks in the eariy 1980s 
plotted to bomb Al Aqsa 
Mosque as part of a plan to 


rebuild the Jewish temple. The 
group was dismantled by the 
Shin Bet before it could ocl 

Actions by the Israeli gov- 
ernment or Jewish militants 
concerning Al Aqsa always 
cany the risk of sparking vio- 
lent protests. 

A derision by Netanyahu in 
September 1996 to open a new 
entrance to an archaeological 
tunnel near the mosques pro- 
voked three days of rioting 
across the Palestinian areas 
which left more than 80 dead 


NAM divided on disarmament 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Eritreans sitting alongside. 

Delegates were also presented with a res- 
ohnien from Afghanistan — which is rep- 
resented here by the internationally recog- 
nised government, not the Taleban who 
control roost of die country — expressing 
"concern at die continuing military situa- 
tion” and calling few a weapons embargo. 

What signs there were of cUplomatic 
progress came from outside the talks. 
Libyan Foreign Minis ter Omar Montasser 
flew from die deadlock in Durban across 
South Africa to meet President Nelson 
Mandela in Cape Town. 

Libyan government sources told AFP in 
Durban that the two men discussed “possi- 
ble support” from NAM for Tripoli’s latest 
demand regarding its two nationals sus- 
pected of carrying out the 1988 Lockerfrie 


Libya wants to negotiate guarantees for 
the two suspects in foe bombing of a Pan 
Am plane over Loctobie, Scotland with 
foe loss of 270 lives, before sending diem 
for trial in the Netherlands. 

Mandela, who as sumes the NAM chair- 


manship Wednesday, has played a promi- 
nent role in trying to resolve foe impasse, 
and on Saturday telephoned on the issue by 
Libyan leader MuammarQadhafi, accord- 
ing to Libyan state television. 

Pre-summit predictions that die nuclear 
issue would be one of the most divisive 
proved correct. 

India and Pakistan, nuclear rivals since 
both countries defied international opinion 
with a series of powerful tests in May and 
June, are both NAM members and central 
figures in Sunday's discussions. 

“Nfery clearly between the last summit 
and now there has been a detonation in two 
countries and this has changed the security 
situation," NAM secretariat spokesman 
Abdul Minty told a press conference. 

“The Non-Aligned Movement has a long 
tradition of being opposed to nuclear tests. 
This summit now has to find a wording on 
this.” 

Minty said \bt group was still discussing 
“that and other questions" — including 
foe NAM’s position on weapons of mass 
destruction and the issue of land mines. 

Earlier, Rwandan Foreign Minister 
Anastase Gasana told journalists on the 


sidelines of the conference that Kabila was 
training and equipping the militia in Kam- 
ina camp in foe DRC’s south-eastern 
Katanga province. 

‘That is a danger for my country Rwan- 
da.” said Gasana. 

‘ 'Genocide knows no borders, knows no 
frontiers," said Gasana. “A genocide in the 
Congo may lead us to be involved in this. 
We have a right to intervene in foe DRC to 
sop genocide.” 

He charged that the “genocide” was 
being directed againa Rwandan-origin 
Tlttsi Banyamulenge Hiving in eastern 
DRC. “It has already begun.” 

UN. Secretary General Kofi Annan is 
expected to convene a special summit of 
southern African nations to discuss the 
DRC crisis following Ins arrival Wednes- 
day. officials here said. 

According to a draft resolution drown to 
AFP before delegates convened Sunday, 
the NAM countries ‘have noted and con- 
demn the aggression against Congo by 
Uganda and Rwanda” 

the document asks countries to reaffirm 
“the intangibility and inviolability of bor- 
ders.” 



CONCERTS 

* Classical music by Zaid Dirani and 
band at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
pjn. 

* Concert by the National Band of Cir- 
cassian Folklore at foe Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8.-00 pm. (daily until Sept. 4). 

LECTURE 

* “The Occupied Arab Territories- and 
UN. Resolutions: South Lebanon as a 


Sample” by Mahmoud Sweid of Lebanon 
ai Abdul Haroeed Shoman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman at 7KX) pja 
DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 
FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98” cultural activities at Darar 
Al Funufl. Jabal Weibdeh, to last until Sept. 
30, include: 

exhibitions 

* 50 years of graphic art from Lebanon 


and works by Jordanian artist Sahel Hiari 
at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer Usama and 
by Jordanian artist Said Haddadin at the 
Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist 
Samia Zaru at the Byzantine Church. 

* Exhibition of photographs “Memory of: 
a Place" by Jordanian artist Hussein Da'seh 
at foe Museum. 


Information minister pledges to work 
toward ‘professional’ journalism 


AMMAN (Petra) — Infor- 
mation Minister Nasser 
Judeh has promised the Jor- 
dan Press Association (JPA) 
to urge the Cabinet and 
concerned departments to 
facilitate the work of jour- 
nalists so that they may 
publish reports in an objec- 
tive and professional man- 
ner. 

During a meeting with 
JPA President Seif Sharif 
and council members, 
Judeh said he was ready to 
open all channels of dia- 
logue with media represen- 
tatives and reach an appro- 
priate mechanism with the 
association ro improve 
media performance. 

He urged the association 
to work band in hand with 
the ministry to serve Jordan 
and enhance the concept of 
democracy. 

The minister called for a 
“code of honour” to be 
drawn up by journalists in 
order ro deal with media- 
related problems and lay 
the basis for promoting 
journalism. He added that 
the main role of the media 


is to shed light on problems 
and provide constructive 
and objective advice to the 
government. 

Referring to the Press and 
Publications Law, which 
has been approved by both 
houses of Parliament, Judeh 
said the legislation will be 
put into force once it has 
been endorsed by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
published in the official 
gazette. 

“We all have to respect 
this law and deal with it like 
any other Jordanian law” 
he added. 

Judeh pledged that the 
Information Ministry will 
be flexible and treat all 
press matters objectively. 
He expressed hope that the 
relationship between the 
ministry and the press will 
be based on cooperation 
and open dialogue. 

Referring to foe proposed 
Royal commission on the 
media, Judeh noted that the 
idea originated with HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, and that foe Cabi- 
net will have to develop an 


appropriate mechanism to 
establish foe body, which 
he said aims at institution- 
alising a firm and solid 
basis for journalism in Jor- 
dan. 

Judeh also pledged to fol- 
low up on the question of 
providing the JPA with a 
piece of land on which it 
can build its headquarters. 

The minister said he will 
study a JPA demand for 
allocating pan of Jordan 
Television’s revenues from 
commercials to the associa- 
tion under an arrangement 
between foe JPA and news- 
papers. 

The minister said be wifi 
also look into foe prospect 
of foe Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, charging the press 
and other organisations for 
its services. 

For his part, Sharif 
demanded that the govern- 
ment raise the allowance 
paid to Petra journalists 
from 60 per cent to 90 per 
cent, similar to what he said 
other professional associa- 
tions in foe country receive. 

At foe meeting. JPA coun- 


cil members reviewed a 
number of issues of con- 
cern to the journalists, par- 
ticularly several articles in 
the Press and Publications 
Law and the JPA law. They 
demanded that the journal- 
ists be represented in the 
Royal commission and 
enquired about journalists 
being detained in cases 
connected with the Press 
and Publications Law. 

The council members 
also requested that no Jor- 
danian be allowed to write 
for any newspaper in Jor- 
dan or abroad unless he or 
she is a member of foe JPA. 
They said this measure 
would hold those trying to 
harm Jordan’s image 
abroad accountable for 
their actions. 

Judeh and foe JPA agreed 
to hold meetings on foe first 
Sunday of each month 
beginning in October to dis- 
cuss issues concerning the 
media. 

Also present at foe meet- 
ing was Bilal Tal. head of 
the Press and Publications 
Department. 


Government to require water 
recycling at car wash garages 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment plans to institute regu- 
lations requiring car wash 
and auto maintenance 
garages to recycle their 
warer, a Water Ministry 
official said Sunday. 

The regulations are 
designed to reduce the 
amount of petroleum 
residues entering the filters 
at foe country's wastewater 
treatment plants, the offi- 
cial said. 

1 He added that these pro- 
posed, regulations, are pan 
of efforts to help conserve 
water following foe eight- 
week-old water pollution 
crisis. 

The official gave no fur- 
ther details and did not say 
when the new regulations 
would be issued. 


Water Ministry adminis- 
trators said the idea was not 
new as it has featured in 
most of the ministry’s water 
conservation plans and 
public awareness cam- 
paigns. 

Several large car wash 
proprietors said they need 
at least three cubic metres 
of water a day to operate 
their facilities. 

Most were forced to close 
down operations at the 
height of the water contam- 
ination crisis, which halted 
scarce summer water sup- 
plies and forced them to 
buy water from tankers at 
black market rates. 

One station owner said 
his facility used a special 
system that filters water and 
petroleum products leaving 
the station. 

“According to the law, 
every licensed station is 


required to have a filtering 
system to refine wastewater 
leaving it,” said one car 
wash station owner who 
asked not to be named. 

“In addition, our station 
will soon begin operating 
its own water recycling sys- 
tem,” foe owner said. 

He and others said they 
welcomed any feasible 
solution that might help 
solve Jordan’s chronic 
water problem. 

“We are ready to help and 
cooperate in finding solu- 
tions to our water problem 
saidTaha Hijjawi, owner of 
foe Hijjawi Car Wash Sta- 
tion. 

“We will study foe gov- 
ernment's plan once we get 
it,” he told foe Jordan 
Times. “But if it will harm 
us, then we would prefer to 
close down our business for 
good.” 


Theatres await official decision 
on release of film ‘Nasser’ 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Theatre opera- 
tors around the capital yes- 
terday expressed optimism 
that the film “Nasser” would 
make its debut on their 
screens this week, but the 
film’s Amman distributor 
yesterday said he had not 
been informed of a decision 
reversing last week’s ban on 
the controversial piece. 

“I read what was published 
in the Arabic dailies, and am 
surprised,” said Mohammad 
Neirab, the distributor. “I 
know that [Minister of Infor- 
mation] Nasser Judeh 
watched foe film [Saturday], 
and that it was wifo foe com- 
mittee at foe Press and Publi- 
cations Department Sunday. 
I know of no decision.” 

Press reports ’ yesterday 
quoted unnamed officials as 
saying Judeh had personally 
reviewed foe movje and 
given it approval to show as 
long as some scenes were 
edited 

The Amnioun Theatre in 
Jabal Weibdeh and foe Con- 
cord Cinema in Shmeisani 
said yesterday they hoped to 
premier foe movie depicting 
the life of former Egyptian 
President Gama 1 Abdul 
Nasser as early as Tuesday. 

Last week, the committee 
responsible for monitoring 
audiovisual media at the 


PPD banned the movie, 
directed by renowned Syrian 
director Anwar Qowadri, for 
“violating audiovisual con- 
tent regulations” The com- 
mittee did not elaborate fur- 
ther. 

Qowadri and Neirab were 
later verbally informed that 
the movie “presented a false 
impression of Jordan and its 
role in the region in some 
scenes.” 

Qowadri said at the time he 
was “shocked" by the deci- 
sion after having been 
advised by His Majesty King 
Hussein during foe produc- 
tion of the movie, tin any- 
way offered to cur out three- 
minutes worth of “offensive” 
scenes — an offer that was 
reported to be refused bv the 
PPD. 

Neirab told the Jordan 
Times thar the PPD had been 
particularly provoked by “a 
scene depicting a telephone 
conversation between Nasser 
and King Hussein” during 
the fall disturbances of 1970. 

The film opened in Cairo 
last month, causing a stir in 
political circles which 
claimed that foe movie is an 
attack on foe biography of 
Abdul Hakim Amr, foe 
Egyptian chief of. staff dur- 
ing the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war. It has been shown at 
theatres throughout foe 
region, including Syria, and 
was featured in an Arab film 


festival in Paris. 

Last week. Qowadri was 
quoted in Arabic dailies as 
saying that foe decision to 
ban foe movie was “astound- 
ing in light of Jordan's 
courageous decision to pre- 
mier Al Risaleh when no 
other Arab capital would 
show foe film. Considering 
Jordan’s democratic path, 
foe decision raises ques- 
tions.” 

AI Risaleh (The Message), 
a film about the message of 
Islam, was banned in all 
Levantine capitals except 
Amman. The film described 
Islam’s origins in Mecca, foe 
revelation of the Koran to foe 
Prophet Mohammad 

through foe Archangel 
Gabriel, his preaching and 
foe conquest of Mecca. 
Some Muslims said the film 
was sacrilegious. 


Madaba 

police 

continue 

search for 

missing 

child 


MADABA (J.T.) — Police 
and residents of Faisaliyeh 
town in the Madaba gov- 
emorate are continuing 
their search for a 12-year- 
old child who was report- 
ed missing 1 0 days ago. 

The parents of the' Child. 
May Hazzaa. a seventh- 
grader, said she left home 
around 9:00 a.m. on Aug. 
22 to take a make-up 
examination at her school 
but failed to return. 

They said eyewitnesses 
reported that she went to a 
local bakery and a store 
instead of going to the 
school. The eyewitnesses 
said they last saw her 
walking down the town’s 
main road, the parents 
added. 

When foe girl failed to 
return home, her father, an 
oil tanker truck driver, 
said he looked for her at 
school and was joined 
later by other family 
members and relatives in 
the search. The group also 
visited a number of homes 
in the town and other 
places where she could 
have gone. 

The police then 
launched a wide-scale 
campaign assisted by her 
relatives to find foe miss- 
ing girl, searching various 
areas in the Madaba gov- 
emorate, including caves, 
wells and hills. 

The child's parents have 
issued a public appeal for 
information that ought 
lead them to their missing 
daughter. 



gf NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

Immediate Vacancy 

A suitably qualified graduate to teach Drama In Education up to 
IGCSE and A/Level. As well as Music Education, with ability to 
teach musical composition, theory, and history of music and per- 
formance skills In a range of Western and Eastern Instruments to 
1GCSE Level. 

Those who are qualified are Invited to apply, preferably by fax No.: 
5516100 latest by tha 1st of September. 

Application forms are available from the school 







Healthy, Fresh and Always Available 

■ Dry, balanced and easy to use feed. 

■ Meets with NRC (National Research Council) requirments. 
■Found in 9K& bags for JD. 7.99 and IKg, boxes for p, U7 

NowwiHabto at Abhiu^bab Supcmura. Safeway 1, Safeway 2, Sweet Sqxnraricat. 
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Seven Eleven. Magic flfrds and Highway Stores 
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neoels withdraw from 
key Congo port town’ 




KINSHASA. Congo ( AP) — 
Angolan forces fighting on 
behalf of President Laurent 
Kabila have captured the port 
town of Matadi, one of the 
last rebel strongholds in 
southwestern Congo, state- 
controlled radio reported 
Sunday. 

A ministry-level govern- 
ment official confirmed the 
report and said rebel forces 
who had been in control of 
Matadi for the past several 
weeks had withdrawn and left 
the city to advancing Angolan 
soldiers. 

“We’re in control of Matadi 
and are securing the area 
around it.” the official said on 
condition of anonymity. 

State-controlled Voice of 
the People radio also said a 
key power dam at the town of 
Inga had been recaptured by 
Congo's allies, although elec- 
tricity to Kinshasa had not yet 
been restored. 

This is due to a technical 
fault.” Deputy Interior 
Minister Faustin Munene said 
during the radio broadcast 

But a rebel leader Saturday 
told reporters in the eastern 
stronghold of Goma that his 
forces still controlled an air- 
base at Matadi, about 350 
kilometres southwest of 
Kinshasa. 

Jean-Piene Ondekane, a 
senior rebel commander, had 
earlier given a tacit warning 


that the Inga dam would be 
destroyed if Angolan troops 
tried to take it 
“It is because the foreign 
troops want to come in. there 
will be war there. And in a 
war one assumes that the mis- 
siles and bombs could easily 
destroy the wires, towers and 
the dam itself." he said. 

Elsewhere, Kinshasa was 
quiet Sunday morning a night 
after gunfire rattled the city's 
west side. Firefights west of 
the downtown area broke out 
shortly before a nightly cur- 
few went into effect at 6 p.m. 

Government troops along 
with Angolan and 
Zimbabwean allied forces 
continued to search door-to- 
door for suspected insurgent 
fighters who last week hied to 
stage an assault on Kinshasa. 

The rebels were pushed 
back from Kinshasa's airport 
and were contained in several 
eastern and western suburbs. 

Days of heavy fighting took 
a heavy toll in the eastern 
Kingasani and Masina dis- 
tricts. where bodies littered 
the streets. Health Minister 
Jean-Baptist Sondgi said 
Despite recent losses, the 
rebel leadership said the effort 
to oust Kabila is still alive. 

‘They say the war is over 
but I say the war in not fin- 
ished” Ondekane. “We’re in 
Kinshasa fighting. The situa- 
tion is going well.” 


But officials say hundreds 
and perhaps thousands of 
rebel fighters have surren- 
dered or been killed just in the 
past few days of fighting. 

Kabila won the support of 
several neighbouring coun- 
tries after insisting the 
Congolese rebellion was in 
fact an invasion by neigh- 
bouring Rwanda and U ga n da. 

Rwanda has denied its 
involvement in the conflict, 
but Saturday Rwandan 
Foreign Minister Anastase 
Gasana reiterated warnings 
his government will send 
troops into Congo if peace 
efforts faiL 

Rwanda will have “no 
choice but to intervene mili- 
tarily to rescue Rwandese ... 
as well as some Congolese ... 
who do not support the 
killings.” Gasana told 
reporters at a Nonaligned 
Movement summit in South 
Africa. 

Fifty-one heads of state are 
scheduled to attend the sum- 
mit and participants are 
expected to discuss the 
Congo war. Kabila has cho- 
sen to send his foreign minis- 
ter Jean-Charles Okoto 
Lolakombe. summit organis- 
ers said. 

Congolese rebels indicated 
Friday they would send a del- 
egation, the South African 
Press Association reported 


Congo condemns Ugandan, 
Rwandan ‘aggression’ 


DURBAN. South Africa 
(AFP) — The Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) was 
Sunday seeking to have the 
Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) condemn Uganda and 
Rwanda for “aggression” on its 
territory. 

DRC delegates (old AFP 
they would seek to have the 
113-member NAM adopt a 
resolution for inclusion in a 
declaration by heads of stale 
next week. 

According to a draft resolu- 
tion shown To AFP before dele- 
gates convened Sunday, the 
NAM countries “have noted 
and condemn the aggression 
against Congo by Uganda and 
Rwanda." 

The document asks countries 
to reaffirm “the intangibility 
and inviolability of borders." 

The draft demands that 
“Uganda and Rwanda respect 


the territorial integrity of the 
DRC, demanding the with- 
drawal of troops and encourag- 
ing the help of friendly coun- 
tries.” 

The acting head of 

Kinshasa's delegation. Kikaya 
bin Karubi. said President 
Laurent Kabila’s government 
had been consulted on the res- 
olution's chief demands, “the 
withdrawal of troops" from 
Uganda and Rwanda, and a 
call for assistance from friend- 
ly nations. 

Bin Karubi. who is 

Kinshasa’s ambassador to key 
military ally Zimbabwe, told 
AFP the call for assistance 
included military aid. and was 
aimed at Southern African 
Development Community 
(SADC) member-states. 

SADC members Angola. 
Namibia and Zimbabwe are 
providing Kabila with military 


aid to repel a Tutsi-led rebel- 
lion supported by Uganda and 
Rwanda 

A Ugandan delegate said he 
was aware of the draft and del- 
egates would discuss it Sunday, 
but he would make no further 
comment. 

The DRC crisis is to be dis- 
cussed by regional heads of 
state in a special meeting with 
UN. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan at the NAM summit, 
probably Wednesday, officials 
here said. 

NAM foreign ministers 
Monday and Tuesday will 
streamline proposals to be set 
before a full summit of heads 
of state and government 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

The heads of state will issue 
a declaration on the last day of 
the summit outlining the 
organisation’s agenda for the 
coming three years. 


Internet use produces 
depression, loneliness 


WASHINGTON (.AFP) — A 
pioneering research study 
shows that surfing the Internet, 
for even a few hours a week, 
leads to higher levels of 
depression and loneliness, the 
New York Tunes said Sunday. 

The SI. 5 million project — 
described as the first concen- 
trated study of the psychologi- 
cal effects of Internet use at 
home — found the Internet 
created a decline in psycholog- 
ical well-being even in people 
without tendencies towards 
depression, the daily said. 

The study completely contra- 
dicted the expectations of the 
social scientists who designed 
ii and surprised the high tech- 
nology firms that financed it. 
including Apple Computer. 
Intel Corp and Hewlett 
Packard. 

“We were shocked by the 
findings, because they are 
counterintuitive to what we 


know about how socially the 
Internet is being used.” Robert 
Kraut, a social psychology pro- 
fessor at Camegie-Mellon 
University, is quoted as saying. 

“We are not talking about 
extremes. These were normal 
adults and their families, and 
on average, for those who used 
the Net most, things got 
worse," Kraut is quoted as say- 
ing. 

The study, tided “HomeNet." 
tracked 169 people from four 
schools and community groups 
in the Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania 
area for either a one-year or 
two-year period. 

It found that one hour a week 
chi the Internet led to an aver- 
age one per cent increase on 
the depression scale (of zero at 
the low end to three at the high 
endl: a loss of 2.7 members of 
the average social circle of 66 
people: and an increase of four- 
tenths of one per cent on the 


loneliness scale of one to five. 

Cyber relationships — main- 
tained through e-mail with no 
face-to-face contact — do not 
provide the mutual support and 
warmth that contribute to a 
person’s sense of psychologi- 
cal security and happiness, the 
researchers are reported to 
have concluded. 

"Our hypothesis is there are 
more cases where you're 
building shallow relationships, 
leading to an overall decline in 
feeling of connection to other 
people," Kraut is quoted as 
saying. 

Social scientists predicted 
the study would spark a nation- 
al debate on the benefits of 
technology and how public 
policy should shape it 

The study is due to be pub- 
lished this week in The 
American Psychologist, the 
journal of the American 
Psychological Association. 








Early morning well-wishers examine some of the tributes to Diana, Princess of Wales, 
left at the gates of her former home, Kensington Palace in London (Reuters photo) 

Tourists outnumber 
Britons mourning Diana 


LONDON (R) — Tourists 
outnumbered Britons 
Sunday as mourners laid 
bouquets outside the 
London home of Princess 
Diana to commemorate the 
first anniversary of her 
death. 

They came from afar 
afield as New Zealand to 
pay tribute outside 
Kensington Palace, posing 
for photographs after laying 
flowers and cards before its 
black and gold gates. 

“Last year it was all so 
unreal — now it’s real and it 
hurts more than ever," said 
American Heather Pritchard 
who flew in from Arizona to 
pay homage to “The 
People’s Princess”. 

"Always on our minds, 
forever in our hearts." read 
one poignant message left 
by the gates. 

Diana's death last Aug. 31 
produced a national out- 
pouring of grief in Britain 
that mirrored the collective 
emotional crisis that 
Americans suffered after the 
1963 assassination of 
President John Kennedy. 

This time, the grieving is 
much more muted. The 
reserved British have stiff- 
ened their upper lips once 
more and opinion polls 
show they are suffering 
from “Diana Fatigue" after 
being deluged with Diana 


memorabilia and memoirs. 

It was a far cry from the 
sea of flowers that covered 
the gates last year as poetry 
and passion were dredged 
up from the souls of the 
grieving thousands to 
express what they felL 

Queen Elizabeth, who has 
sought to emulate Diana by 
adopting a gentler touch and 
making herself more 
approachable to her sub- 
jects. has called for low-key 
commemorations to mark 
the first anniversary 
Monday of Diana's death. 

Memorial services were 
held across the country to 
remember Diana whose 
stunning beauty and com- 
passion for the deprived 
combined to make her the 
most photographed and 
famous woman in the world. 

The royal family, who 
invited Prime Minister Tony 
Blair to join them for the 
weekend at their Balmoral 
estate in Scotland, went to 
Sunday service at their local 
Crathie church. 

Hundreds lined the village 
street outside Lhe church to 
cheer and welcome the 
royal family in its convoy of 
Rolls-Royce cars. 

Princes William. 16. and 
Harry, 13. who bowed their 
heads in grief as they 
walked behind their moth- 
er's coffin a year ago. have 


joined heir-to-the-throne 
Prince Charles, whose pop- 
ularity has soared in polls 
since Diana's death. 

The boys have asked to be 
left in peace over the week- 
end to mourn in private for 
their mother, snatched from 
them when she was just 36 
years old. 

Charles, once an aloof fig- 
ure overshadowed by his 
glamorous ex-wife, has 
sought to be more approach- 
able to the media and also, 
as a single parent, reorgan- 
ised his packed official 
schedule to spend more time 
with his sons. 

Diana's death still left 
many Britons in reflective 
mood. 

Sir Elton John, who sang 
"Candle in the Wind” so 
movingly at her funeral, felt 
sad that she was buried “all 
alone again" on an island at 
the family's Althorp estate 
and not in Westminster 
Abbey where everyone 
could more easily pay trib- 
ute. 

In an epitaph for the lone- 
ly royal superstar, he said: 
“One of her problems was 
that she didn’t know who to 
trust. She made a few mis- 
takes about who she trusted 
and they betrayed her. So 
she became very, very care- 
ful about who she confided 


Tortured activist plans lawsuit 
against Suharto son-in-law 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A 
kidnapped political activist 
plans to file a lawsuit 
against cx -president 
Suharto's son-in-law for 
his involvement in the 
abduction and torture of 
scores of activists, press 
repons said Sunday. 

Activist Pius 

Lustrilanang. who was 
released by his captors ear- 
lier in the year, plans to sue 
ex-special forces chief 
Lieutenant General 

Prabowo Subianto for 
ordering the kidnappings, 
the Suara Pembaruan 
evening daily reported. 

Armed Forces Chief 
General Wiranto Monday 
announced that Prabowo. 
once seen as a potential 
successor to Suharto, had 
been honourably dis- 
charged from the armed 
forces, citing the allega- 
tions of abduction and tor- 
ture of activists earlier this 
year. 

The decision, based on 
the findings of a high-level 


military officers’ probe, 
also saw two other senior 
officers of the Kopassus 
elite force stripped of all 
posts though they were 
allowed to stay in the 
army. 

Wiranto said (he three 
could still be brought 
before a military tribunal 
should there be enough 
evidence from the court 
martials of seven Kopassus 
non-commissioned officers 
and three soldiers implicat- 
ed in the same case. 

Trimedya Panjaitun who 
holds power of attorney for 
Lustrilanang, said he and 
his client doubted lhe mili- 
tary’s seriousness in prose- 
cuting Prabowo. the 
Pembaruan reported. 

“We doubt the military's 
independence. Just look at 
the way they have man- 
aged to lake the Trisakli 
University case back to the 
drawing board." Panjailan 
was quoted as saying by 
Suara Pembaruan. 

He w&s referring to the 


prosecution evidence, dis- 
missed as a cover-up by 
the defence, in the trial of 
two police officers impli- 
cated in the shooting 
deaths of six students dur- 
ing a peaceful pro-reform 
rally in May. 

The military inquiry 
team has said Prabowo had 
admitted during the 15-day 
long inquiry earlier this 
month to misinterpreting 
orders from a superior. 

But the council has shed 
no light on what the order 
was or who had issued it. 

At least 24 activists had 
been missing since early 
this year and the nine who 
have resurfaced have told 
stories of forced abduction 
and torture as well as soli- 
tary detention. One was 
found dead. 

Wiranto’s move had a 
lukewarm reception among 
activists. who said the 
decision was too lenient 
and would do little to 
improve lhe military’s 
image. 


Runaway weather balloon lost in Arctic 


LONDON l AP) — A run- 
away weather balloon 
which proved to be 
tougher than Canada's 
top guns is lost in the 
Arctic. 

The 100-metre-high 
balloon disappeared off 
radar screens late 
Saturday night about 320 
kins north of the Arctic 
Circle and was still miss- 
ing Sunday morning, said 
Halli Sigurdsson, deputy 
director of .Air Traffic 
Services in Iceland. 

“The balloon is lost — 


we lost it." he said. 

Sigurdsson said a U.S. 
Navy P-3 Orion martime 
patrol aircraft took off 
Sunday morning from the 
NATO military base at 
Keflavik on Iceland's 
southwest coast to search 
for the errant balloon. 

“They are heading to 
the point where they lost 
the balloon and they will 
start a search from that 
position." he told The 
Associated Press in a 
telephone interview. 

The balloon. an 


unstaffed research station 
used to observe weather 
patterns, can be seen 
from about 70 kilometres 
away. It is not equipped 
with transponders that 
emit navigation signals to 
alert airliners to its pres- 
ence. 

Air traffic controllers in 
Iceland had been divert- 
ing planes from the bal- 
loon's path. 

“This is obviously a 
much worse situation — 
not knowing where it is 
then when we knew 


where it was and we 
could route air traffic 
around it." Sigurdsson 
said. 

Aircraft from Canada. 
Britain and the U.S. mili- 
tary in Iceland had 
tracked the runaway bal- 
loon. Canadian jet fight - 
ers Thursday fired more 
than 1. 000 rounds into 
the helium-filled balloon 
but it remained aloft. 

Saturday, when the bal- 
loon came close to 
Iceland, a volcanic island 
nation in the North 


Atlantic just under the 
Arctic Circle, the U.S. 
military picked it up on 
radar. The U.S. military 
aircraft tracking the bal- 
loon then landed. 

“When the balloon weni 
north of Iceland, the U.S. 
military lost it off radar." 
he said, noting that it dis- 
appeared between 2300 
and 2400 GMT Saturday. 
“At the time, they had no 
aircraft flying to follow 
the balloon.” 

The 25-story balloon, 
which flattened out 


would cover five football 
fields, was launched 
before dawn Monday 
from Vanscoy. just oul- 
sidc Saskatoon. in 
Canada to measure ozone 
levels over Canada. 

The project was a joint 
effort between the 
Canadian Space Agency, 
Environment Canada, the 
Centre for Research in 
Earth and Space 
Technology. the 

University of Toronto, 
York University and the 
University of Denver. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

U.K. Ibiza consul quits 
over ‘degenerate* tourists 

LONDON (R) — Britain's vice-consul on the 
Spanish holiday island of Ibiza has quit saymg he 
was ashamed to be British after 1 

many “degenerate tourists . ^ e ^ a J ie k0 - al 
the degrading behaviour and the bad name Britain 
is getting in Europe, I knew it was time to leave, 
Michael Birkett tbld the Mail Sunday when quit- 
ting his post. “I have always been proud to be 
British but these degenerates are dragging us 
through the mud. The young, people are out of con- 
trol.” he said. The Balearic island, boasting one of 
the liveliest nightclubbing and scenes in Europe, 
has become a magnet for holiday-making young 
Britons aDd acquired a reputation for drugs, drunk- 
enness and sexual license. Birkett resigned after 
spending 18 months dealing with drug overdoses, 
crime and traffic accidents. One Ibiza newspaper 
branded British holidaymakers “animals . 

Europe’s biggest carnival 
opens in London 

LONDON (R) — Europe's largest carnival begmi 
Sunday with West Indians taking to the streets of 
London's Netting Hill district to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the first big post- World War II wave 
of Caribbean immigration to Britain. Up to two 
million people are" expected to descend on the 
northern part west London’s borough of 
Kensington over the next two days as it rings to the 
sound of 40 steel bands. The carnival, held since 
1965. this year coincides with preparations to deal 
with tens of thousands of people expected to con- 
verge 1-1/2 km to the south for a Princess Diana 
memorial vigil outside Kensington Palace. The 
parkland palace was home to the princess who died 
in a car crash in Paris last August 31. About 3,000 
extra police have been drafted in to the Notting 
Hill area to ensure no trouble flares at the carnival, 
which this year has special significance for 
Caribbeans who have made their home in multi- 
cultural Britain. “I think it is very important that 
people recognise the event is a showcase for cre- 
ativity and nor necessarily public disorder,” said 
organising chairman Ansel Wong. The carnival was 
saved at the last moment from curtailment when 
flamboyant entrepreneur Richard Branson stepped 
in as the main sponsor after the organisers report- 
ed a £350,000 ($575,000) budgetary shortfall. 


Planes forced to avoid vehicle 
on runway 

HONG KONG (AP) — Two planes were forced to 
make last-minute manoeuvres to avoid hitting a 
fire services vehicle that drove across the runway 
of Hong Kong's new airport, the government said 
Sunday. The Civil Aviation Department said a 
Cathay Pacific Airways aircraft preparing to take 
off last Tuesday had to stop when it spotted the 
vehicle. Airport traffic controllers also had to com- 
mand an in-bound Chinese Eastern jet to abort its 
landing, it said. The department is investigating 
why the vehicle appeared on the runway. The $20. 1 
billion Chek Lap Kok airport has been hit by a 
series of computer and mechanical glitches since it 
opened in July. The airport only began handling air 
cargo at full capacity last week. 


Police find huge marijuana field 
in northern California 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) — Police in northern 
California have found one of the biggest marijuana 
farms in the history of the srate wiFh a crop esti- 
mated at $84 million, news reports said Sunday. 
The farm southeast of here contained 21.161 
plants. It was more than five times larger than the 
marijuana field of 3-4.000 plants that the police 
find on average once a year. Sergeant Jim Arata of 
the Santa Clara County sheriff's department said 
the plants were on ‘land owned by the San 
Francisco waterworks department. He said he spot- 
ted them on a hejicopter patrol because they were 
unusually green tor the region and the time of year. 
The plants, between 1.5 and two metres high, were 
ready for harvest in two weeks’ time, each one 
yielding one pound ot high-quality cannabis, Arata 
said. Police said between eight and 15 people 
worked on the farm, which was watered by a clever 
system of pipes fed by underground springs. No 
arrests have been made. Police suspect the growers 
came from Mexico because of the arrangement of 
the plants and some Spanish-languaee newspapers 
found at the site. y K 


Bonnie, Danielle 
stick to ocean routes 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — As tropical storm 
Bonnie headed deeper into the north Atlantic early 
Sunday, hurricane Danielle stayed clear of land, 
moving northwestward off the Bahamas. Bonnie, 
which last week swelled into a Category 3 hurri- 
cane capable of damaging buildings, was located 
m 5 .• k “ es , southwest of St. Johns, 
New lound land, the U.S. National Weather Service 
win i! n ^JklT advisory. Packing sustained 

orn ds t h f 9 f 5 , kllonielres per hour, Bonnie was 
expected to take an eastwards turn over the next 24 
hours. Meteorologist Miles Lawrence said the 
storm could eventually get absorbed by a large 

l7e‘Sl Sy S em - in ,he North A ^ntic. lit 
5(W onn t B °? n L e lri Sgered the evacuation of 

500 °0° residents of the southeastern U.S. coast as 
it dumped ram uprooted trees and slammed into 
MnnwhH * N £? h ' CaroI,na and southern Virginia. 

415 n<;ane - Dan,elle ' Wh ° Se CeDtre WaS 

ern e3SI ot - Abqco !sland in the north- 

fn a we« non d h S m ° V,n , g 31 17 ki, ometres an hour 
n..ntnT" ' nonhwcsl diction. Lawrence said 
DameUe was expected to stay dear of landfall. 

well^er thp" 1 Danie,Ie w ouid be confined to 

bcathes of ** Bahamas. 

said “ f wnn'? h crnb A v slron g at this time,” he 
• aid ' Itwon 1 be anything like Bonnie was.” 
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Russian' Communist leader Gennady Zyuganov (second right) and his deputy 
Valentin Kuptsov (right) address journalists after leaders of the Communist-led 
lower house of . parliament approved a deal with acting Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin aimed at building a political consensus to save Russia from economic 
collapse (Reuters photo) 


Russian government, lawmakers 
agree to 18 months of political peace 


MOSCOW (AP) — 
Russia's interim govern- 
ment and parliamentary 
leaders agreed Sunday to 
an 18-month truce chat 
would leave Boris Yeltsin 
in control and give the 
administration time to try* 
to end the country’s eco- 
nomic and political crisis. 

Under the tentative agree- 
ment. Communists and 
their allies agreed to give 
swift confirmation to acting 
Prime Minister ■ Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and said 
they would not try to topple 
the government for 18 
months. 

In exchange. President 
Yeltsin will consult law- 
makers on cabinet appoint- 
ments and will not dissolve 
parliament during the same 
period. Russian media 
reported. 

The agreement comes 
after nearly a week of 
uncertainty about who was 
in charge of Russia while 
the economy is in a tailspin. 

While Yeltsin would be 
obliged to consult parlia- 
ment on key issues, the 
agreement appeared to 


leave him with substantial 
political power. 

The agreement would 
provide a political truce 
until parliamentary elec- 
tions scheduled for 
December 1999. Under the 
Russian constitution, the 
parliament has little author- 
ity and opposition leaders 
had demanded some form 
of power sharing, bur the 
pact appeared to stop short 
of that. 

Yeltsin was forced to go 
on national television 
Friday to reiterate he would 
not resign before his terra 
ends in 2000 and 
Chernomyrdin followed 
Saturday with reassurances 
that there will be ho return 
to the Soviet system. 

“Maybe we would have 
liked some sections of the 
documents to be tougher.” 
said Gennady Seleznyov, a 
Communist who is speaker 
of the state Duma. 

“But we must take into 
consideration that there are 
seven factions in the slate 
Duma, there is the presi- 
dent. the government and 
the Federation Council." he 


said, according to the 
ITAR-Tass news agency. 

The Federation Council is 
the upper chamber of par- 
liament and the state Duma, 
the lower. The Duma is 
scheduled to meet Monday 
to consider 

Chernomyrdin’s appoint- 
ment, and Alexander 
Shokhin, the head of his 
parliamentary faction pre- 
dicted he would be 
approved on the first vote. 

Chernomyrdin said 
Saturday the negotiations 
on the political agreement 
were difficult in pan 
because they are historic. 

“This is the first time in 
six years that we are com- 
ing to agreement on the 
definition of the problems 
in which Russia finds her- 
self,” he said, according to 
the Interfax news agency. 

The agreement was sent 
to Yeltsin to sign at his 
country residence outside 
of Moscow, said Vladimir 
Ryzhkov, deputy speaker of 
the Duma. 

It could yet be derailed by 
some of the smaller parties 
who were still seeking 


amendments. 

The Communists want 
some changes made to the 
terms of IMF loans to 
Russia, said the chairman 
of their allied Agrarian 
Party, Nikolai Kharitonov. 
They also want Yeltsin to 
be forced to consult them 
on an alternative candidate 
for prime minister if they 
reject Chernomyrdin. 

Yeltsin now has the 
authorin’ to dissolve parlia- 
ment if they reject his can- 
didate three times. 

Chernomyrdin — whose 
ability’ to carry out econom- 
ic reforms has been ques- 
tioned in the past — vowed 
in a scripted TV interview 
Saturday that there will be 
no return to the Soviet sys- 
tem. 

“We have already joined 
the world economy, and 
there will be no return to 
the past,” Chernomyrdin 
said, promising to keep the 
ruble convertible, shore up 
the wobbly banking system 
and protect depositors. 

‘The main thing is to 
make sure people don't suf- 
fer.” he said, looking 


straight at the camera. ''For 
this we should use our 
power, and we will use it as 
much as necessary.” 

“You can be calm. You 
will get your savings,” he 
said. Yeltsin brought 
Chernomyrdin back as 
prime minister a week ago 
because he hoped the 
familiar figure would 
restore confidence in the 
government, badly dam- 
aged by the ruble's sharp 
decline. 

The situation showed a 
few signs of nascent recov- 
ery. After sharp drops last 
week, the ruble bounced 
back a bit in Moscow street 
sales and demand was high 
enough that some exchange 
booths ran out of the 
Russian currency. 

The crisis has "been build- 
ing all summer as Russia's 
Financial markets col- 
lapsed. hit by the growing 
global crisis in developing 
markets. The economic tur- 
moil forced the government 
to devalue the ruble two 
weeks ago. which triggered 
a larger crisis of confidence 
in Yeltsin's government. 


North Korea to allow outside inspection of suspect nuclear site 

high-level talks in New York 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— North Korea has told the 
United States that it is willing 
to allow an outside inspection 
of an underground construc- 
tion site suspected of being a 
nuclear project. South Korea's 
Yonhap news agency said 
Sunday. 

The national news agency, 
quoting an unidentified 
source in Washington, said 
(be inspection will be a main 
isgi&wben both sides resume 


Monday. 

“North Korea has denied 
that the underground facility 
being built is nuclear-related 
and expressed willingness to 
allow an outside inspection,” 
Yonhap quoted the source as 
saying. 

'Charles Kartrnan. a U.S. 
ambassador-at-large, and Vice 
North Korean Foreign 
Minister Kim Gye Gwan met 
three times in New York last 


week to discuss nuclear and 
other pending issues between 
the two countries. 

The talks adjourned 
Tuesday and will reopen 
Monday. 

One of the top issues dis- 
cussed at the talks last week 
was allegations that North 
Korea was working on a 
nuclear project at an under- 
ground complex in a moun- 
tainside 40 kilometres north- 
east of Yongbyon, the coun- 


try’s main nuclear complex. 

It was at (he Yongbyon 
nuclear facility that North 
Korea was beiieved to have 
made enough plutonium for 
one or two atomic bombs 
before a 1994 accord, under 
which the communist country 
agreed to freeze and eventual- 
ly dismantle its suspect 
nuclear weapons programme. 

The United States says it 
has no evidence that North 
Korea has broken the so- 


called Agreed Framework, 
although it raised suspicion 
that the huge underground 
work under way may be 
nuclear-related. 

While denying the U.S. 
allegations. North Korea 
complained that Washington 
is not holding up its end of the 
1994 agreement by providing 
500,000 tonnes of heavy fuel 
oil per year. 

The fuel oil and two nuclear 
power plants worth $4.6 bil- 


lion oil are a reward for the 
North's promise to stop devel- 
oping nuclear weapons. 

Of the 500,000 tonnes of 
fuel oil for this year, the 
Unites Stales so far has 
shipped 216.000 tonnes. 
North Korea complains that 
the shipment is behind sched- 
ule. 

At the New York talks. 
North Korea also told U.S. 
officials that it would return to 
four-way Korean peace talks 


if Washington eases or lifts an 
economic embargo imposed 
on it since the 1953 end of the 
Korean war, Yonhap said. 

The four-way talks, involv- 
ing the two Koreasu the 
United States and China, have 
not been held since March 
because of disputes over 
agenda and other procedural 
matters. 

•Also discussed in New York 
were a U.S. demand for a halt 
to North Korea's develop- 


ment and exports of Scud 
missiles to Iran. Syria and 
other Middle East countries. 
Yonhap said. 

The United States is expect- 
ed to offer an additional food 
supply to ally North Korea. 
Yonhap said. Famine-hit 
North Korea has been relying 
on outside aid to feed its 24 
million people. 

The United States fought on 
South Korea's side in the 
three-year Korean war. 


Albright tells Croatia 
democracy is key to Europe 


ZAGREB (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright clashed with 
Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman Sunday over his 
country's democratic creden- 
tials and ties with ethnic 
Croats in neighbouring 
Bosnia. 

Albright, starting a two-day 
Balkan tour, said Washington 
wanted to see the former 
Yugoslav republic join main- 
stream Europe but had 
“important concerns ... about 
the state of democracy in 
Croatia”. 

“What we ut^ge is political 
reform and respect for a free 
media so that there is a level 
playing field for all.” she said 
at a joint news conference 
with Tudjman, who has led 
Croatia since it split from 
Yugoslaviain 1991. 

Albright also admitted pub- 
licly to a disagreement with 
Zagreb on its protective rela- 
tionship to the Bosnian 
Croats, outnumbered by 
Muslims and Serbs in the 
Bosnian state that took shape 
following a 1992-95 ethnic 


war. 

“We believe that it is veiy 
important for the Bosnian 
Croats to be able to act inde- 
pendently and to be a part of 
their country in such a way 
that they can contribute to the 
development of Bosnia 
itself.” she declared. 

Tudjman rejected 

Albright's charges on both 
counts. 

“The main problem in the 
cooperation between the 
United States and Croatia is 
the problem of Bosnia.” he 
said, charging that “unaccept- 
able” attempts were under 
way to "silently revise” the 
Dayton agreement that ended 
the Bosnian war. 

The U.S.-brokered Dayton 
accord created a two-part 
Bosnian state consisting of a 
Setb republic and a Muslim- 
Croat federation. 

“Croatia ... is obliged by its 
constitution to take care of 
Croats outside the Republic 
of Croatia.” he said, adding 
that Bosnian Croats had been 
threatened by both Serb and 
Muslim "aggression”. He did 


not elaborate. 

The Croatian leader also 
dismissed charges that his 
government was undemocra- 
tic. He said the widely-criti- 
cised state-controlled televi- 
sion merely reflected the 
make-up of the country’s 
elected parliament. 

“We expect that the govern- 
ment of the United States will 
carefully listen to all sides 
and all arguments,” he said. 

The wide divergences 
between Albright and 
Tudjman at their news con- 
ference apparently reflected 
their hour-long talks, after 
which one U.S. official 
mouthed the word “awful” at 
reporters. 

Albright and other officials 
praised Croatia for taking 
steps to benefit its minority 
Serb population, but said 
Washington was still worried 
by a Serb exodus. 

Bur one official made clear 
Washington could not accept 
a recent statement by 
Defence Minister Andrija 
Hebrang that there were no 
boundaries between Croats. 


“There are boundaries,” the 
official said. “Just as we 
don't support the idea of a 
greater Serbia, so we don’t 
support the idea of a greater 
Croatia” 

In remarks later to indepen- 
dent journalists, Albright 
stressed that Croatia must 
meet European standards if it 
wanted to join groups like 
NATO’s Partnership for 
Peace. 

“We have sad that Croatia 
can rejoin Europe, but only as 
an open and democratic soci- 
ety ” she said. 

“And we believe that it 
takes a good deal more than 
elections to build democracy. 
It requires respect for the rule 
of law and minority views. 
And it requires an indepen- 
dent media to keep leaders 
accountable.” 

Albright was spending just 
a morning in Zagreb before 
heading on to her main desti- 
nation Bosnia, where she 
planned to show support for 
September’s general election 
and promote the cause of 
Western-backed candidates. 


New political party launched 
in Australia to counter racism 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australia’s ethnic leaders 
launched a new political 
force Sunday to fight the 
envy and hatred they claim 
has been whipped up by the 
ngbtwing One Nation party. 

The Unity Party said it 
aims to reduce the chances 
of populist politician 
Pauline Hanson in the gen- 
eral election on Oct. 3. 

The threat of One Nation 
is real and must be stopped 
uow, w said Australian-born 
parry leader Jason Yar-Sen 
Ui. who quit his job as a 
United Nations barrister to 
head the campaign. 

“Many people have dis- 
missed the One Nation 
ten as frivolous, or igno- 
rant, or naive, or unlikely to 
succeed because it is an 
extreme rightwing party, but 
it has sophisticated and 
broad-ranging policies.” 

pne Nation has attracted 
widespread criticism from 


churches, businesses, stu- 
dents and political leaders 
worldwide for its opposition 
to immigration, foreign 
investment and Aboriginal 
funding. 

But it could play a crucial 
role in the upcoming polls 
and end up holding the bal- 
ance of power in one or both 
houses of parliament 

The country was thrown 
into turmoil when One 
Nation won 23 per cent of 
the vote in Queensland state 
elections in June. 

Li said Hanson had 
already had . a profound 
influence on politics and 
accused Prime Minister 
John Howard of sweeping 
racism under the carpet as 
an election issue. 

"Mulriculturalism is not a 
dirty word." be said. “We 
must resist the govern- 
ment's attempts to make 
this election one based 
exclusively on tax and eco- 


nomics. There is another 
issue just as important, if 
not more, and that is social 
cohesion.” 

Howard has repeatedly 
come under fire from ethnic 
groups for failing to halt the 
Hanson bandwagon. Critics 
also point to the abolition of 
the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, the Bureau of 
Immigration and the 
Multicultural and 

Population Research body 
as well as the passing of a 
bill to dilute Aboriginal land 
rights. 

The conservative coalition 
government’s anti-racism 
strategy, promised as part of 
its election campaign in 
1996 t has been delayed and 
downsized. 

The Unity Party says in its 
policy document it wants ro 
dispel distrust based on 
race, colour or culture, 
maintain the policy of mul- 
ticulturalism and immigra- 


tion without discrimination 
and assist Australia’s 
indigenous community. 

It will work towards an 
egalitarian- and pluralistic 
society and redress the bal- 
ance by putting more ethnic 
politicians into parliament. 

“Our purpose is to ensure 
that Australia remains as a 
nation where people of 
every race, culture and reli- 
gion live in mutual respect 
and equality,” the document 
said. 

However, with less than 
50,000 Australian dollars 
($29,000) in the party cof- 
fers it is unlikeiy to play a 
significant role in the 
upcoming polls, although it 
will put up three senate can- 
didates. 

Party officials are philo- 
sophical, saying 1.000 peo- 
ple are signed up. branches 
are running in three states 
and there is only one way 
forward. 
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engine or 5-Door Hatchback 


3-Years Warranty 
or 60,000 Kms 
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The price of fallout 


THE DISMAL results of a recent opinion poll 
on the public’s approval of the new government 
were certainly shocking. 

One might have thought that the public, after 
having suffered so many months of officials’ 
arrogance and unwillingness to deal with the 
citizenry in a trustworthy manner, would 
demonstrate a sense of public relief at any 
change in government. 

Instead, Jordanians gave the new government 
the lowest approval rating since early 1996, 
when the first of such polls was conducted. 

The statistics, however, are more a conse- 
quence of the actions of the last government 
than a disapproval of our new Cabinet, and 
sadly, they reflect just how low confidence in 
government has fallen. 

The government of Fayez Tarawneh is now 
faced with a daunting mandate. The responsi- 
bility of fighting nepotism, stemming unemploy- 
ment and alleviating poverty are just a few of 
the new team's tasks. They were also among 
those assigned to the failed Majali government, 
thus rendering these duties even more intimi- 
dating. 

Fortunately, the opinion poll indicated that 
people believe that relations have not been so 
badly battered that all is lost More than half of 
those surveyed responded that it was still with- 
in the government's power to regain the public 
trust 

Although the government’s ratings were low 
compared to tbose of its predecessors, statistics 
also showed a high level of public optimism that 
the government was capable of accomplishing 
many of its stated goals. Again, more than half 
the public expressed their faith that Tarawneh 
and his team would be able to ease the econom- 
ic situation and to combat corruption. 

Moreover, the poll indicated that Jordanians 
are not politically apathetic, but in fact are 
eager for a government of leaders who can act 
transparently and speak truthfully. 

The message in these results is not that our 
new government is incapable. The executive's 
capability is a judgement'we reserve for anoth- 
er day. Rather, the poll served as a poignant 
example of the extent to which our confidence in 
public officials can fall when they fail to 
acknowledge the public’s intelligence and act 
transparently and democratically. Future gov- 
ernments. for your sake as well as that of the 
public, please take note. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Fahcd Funek discussed the results of a survey 
conducted by Jordan University’s Centre for Strategic 
Studies (CSS), in which a mere 25 per cent of those polled 
said they believed in the new government’s ability to man- 
age the responsibilities facing them. The turmoil of the past 
weeks has led people to take a cautious stance towards 
go\ eminent in general, hence people are unlikely to give 
credit to the new government before they see some con- 
crete results of its policies, argues Fanck. Thus, given a 
choice of black or white — pro or con. but no “mediocre” 
— those questioned did not opt to give Tarawneh’s gov- 
ernment the benefit of the doubt, but remained sceptical. 
The writer believes that this should, however, in no way 
subdue the new government, and the low ranking may just 
pro' e to be positive for Tarawneh and his Cabinet. With the 
past crises, public expectation of government performance 
has dropped, even minor achievements of the new govern- 
ment will therefore look good, said Fanek. The public’s 
true verdict of the new government will reflect in the tradi- 
tional follow-up poll conducted by the CSS after a govern- 
ment has been in office for 100 days, Fanck reminds his 
readers. 


A1 Distodr’s Oreib Rantawi supported continued calls 
from the public for a stronger separation of powers 
between the legislative and the executive branches of gov- 
ernment. Deputies, using their posts not to serve the inter- 
est of the nation, but as a first step towards attaining a min- 
isterial portfolio, and Cabinet members misusing their 
position as a launching pad for a career in the legislative 
branch, are facing the severe criticism of the Jordanian 
people, writes Rantawi. Individualism, due to the lack of 
an established system of political parties, has led to a 
weakening of Parliament, with deputies refraining from 
undertaking critical moves against a government which 
they hope in future to be a part of. With a true separation of 
powers this whole concept of ‘reward and punishment’ 
would be futile, allowing both the executive as well as the 
legislative to function as they should, the writer claims. 
Such a move should be supported by all people who desire 
an enhanced role for the democratically elected legislative 
body: people who wish to abolish a system of preferemiai- 
ism in which ministerial posts are all too often distributed 
on the basis of family or clan relations, said Rantawi. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Supply and demand in war on drugs 


NO ONE would think that Jordan has a problem with 
illegal drugs; somehow, drugs were never a concern in 
Jordan. However, the phenomenon is becoming a source 
of wony to families and legislators alike. There has been 
an increase of 51 per cent in drug arrests in 1997 over 
the previous year in which cases had increased from 326 
in 1996 to 492 in 1997. 

The number of people involved in drug cases 
increased from 606 in 1996 to 803 in 1997. 

Drug enforcement agencies confiscated 82 kg of hero- 
in and 3 million pills in 1997. which is alarmingly much 
higher than the 67 kg of heroin and the 260 thousand 
pills confiscated in 1996. 

Whether these numbers give cause to cheer or hiss 
depends upon the half-full, half-empty glass analogy. 

Do the numbers mean that Jordan has become more 
adept at combating drugs or that there are more cases of 
drug abuse, or both? In any case, regardless of the direc- 
tion of growth of the drug problem, the approach to 
solving it is indeed important. Treating the illegal drug 
problem as one would view a market and indeed it is a 
market the supply and demand model becomes readily 
applicable thanks to the excellent contribution of Alfred 
Marshall. 

In this model supply is described by points on a plane 
that are defined by price and quantity co-ordinates, 
where quantity is usually plotted on the horizontal axis 
and price is on the vertical. 

The supply curve that is formed by these points ordi- 
narily points upward and away from the origin, where 
both axis' meet positively sloped, showing a positive 
relationship between price and quantity. 


Factors that would shift the supply curve include tech- 
nology. cost of resources used in the production process, 
expectations, government policies such as taxes and 
subsidies, natural disasters or weather conditions and 
the number of suppliers. An increase in supply would be 
caused by a positive change in one of these factors and 
vice versa. The demand curve, on the other hand, while 
also defined by price and quantity parameters on the 
vertical and horizontal axis is negatively sloped, demon- 
strating one of the few laws of economics that quantity 
demanded of any product is inversely related to the price 
of the product. 

The demand curve would shift when changes occur in: 
the tastes of consumers, number of consumers, income 
of the average consumer, prices of substitutes and com- 
plements. government regulations subsidising or taxing 
or even banning the consumption of a certain product,, 
and expectations. The first to formulate this model was 
Alfred Marshall who. among his other contributions to 
economics, was John Maynard Keynes' teacher at 
Cambridge University at the turn of the century. 

Marshall, when asked which of the two curves is the 
most important responded that they were both equally 
important. He said they were like a pair of scissors 
(sorry Edward Scissorhands) they cut the paper simulta- 
neously. 

The intersection of both curves determines what is 
known as the market equilibrium quantity demanded at 
a certain price equals the quantity supplied at that price. 
Increasing the restrictions on drug traffic and distribu- 
tion would, if successful, decrease the supply, which in 
the paradigm translates into a shift in the supply curve. 



Lockerbie: Third country trial 


Bv Robin Cook 


THE SAVAGE terrorist attacks two 
weeks ago against American 
embassies in East Africa once again 
focused public attention on the vul- 
nerability of innocent people to mur- 
derers who live in the shadows, 
spreading suffering and misery for 
unclear political ends. We arc u( one 
with the United States in our determi- 
nation to see justice done. Such cal- 
lous brutality can never be allowed to 
go unpunished. 

Almost ten years ago Pan Am Flight 
103 was brought down over 
Lockerbie. All 259 passengers and 
crew on board the flight were killed. 
Eleven residents of Lockerbie were 
killed in their homes. The plane was 
destroyed by a bomb in the cargo 
hold. It too was an act of premeditat- 
ed mass murder and of evil terrorism. 
It is an event still fresh in the memo- 
ries of the people of Scotland. 

The Scottish police were determined 
to find out how the crime was com- 
mitted and bring those believed to be 
responsible to justice. Almost seven 
years ago. after the biggest criminal 
investigation in Scottish history, war- 
rants were issued for the arrest of two 
Libyan nationals, on the charge of 
murder. Those charges are based on 
hard evidence, not speculation or 
political expediency. The British and 
American governments rightly 
demanded that Libya hand the 
accused over for trial in Scotland or 
the United States. 

But Libya has not done so and has 
ignored the U.N. resolutions which 
required Libya to do so. 

Throughout those long years, the 
grief of the relatives has been com- 
pounded by the knowledge that justice 
has not been done for their loved ones. 
It is hard to lay grief to rest in the 
knowledge that the killers arc still 
free. And what makes it worse is the 
fact that we cannot share all the facts 
wc know about the case with the rela- 
tives. Premature disclosure would 
jeopardise a fair trial. When I met a 
group of the families in April, I was 
struck by their overwhelming feeling 


of frustration. 

When this government look office it 
was decided to lock afresh at the 
whole issue of Lockerbie. The Lord 
Advocate, Lord Hardie. reviewed all 
the evidence with an open mind and 
decided thui ii fully justified the pur- 
suit of the warrants' against the two 
accused. Work has been ongoing since 
then to find a way to make progress. 

We have been in stalemate for too 
long. It helps no-one — nor the fami- 
lies; not the people of Libya; not the 
cause of justice. 

1 have been in constant dialogue 
with Madeleine Albright, the U.S. 
secretary of state, to see if we can 
together break the stalemate. At every 
stage I have also been in close consul- 
tation with the Lord Advocate, who 
has to take the final decision on 
whether to proceed with the case. 

Throughout the past seven years, 
Libya has repeatedly stated that it 
would accept a trial before a court sit- 
ting in a country other than Britain or 
the United States. Their foreign minis- 
ter said in a letter earlier this year to 
die president of the Security Council 
that Libya "accepted the proposal of 
the League of Arab States that the two 
suspects ...should be tried at The 
Hague by Scottish judges and in 
accordance with Scottish law." 

For the last few months wc have 
looked at the practical and legal 
details of setting this up. We have had 
very detailed discussions with the 
governments of the United States and 
the Netherlands. I was very pleased to 
be able to announce on 24 August, 
together with the Lord Advocate, and 
at the same time as Madeleine 
Albright in Washington, that wc now 
have a detailed and comprehensive 
agreement on the legal and the admin- 
istrative steps wc need to take. 

These have been complex discus- 
sions because wc have been seeking 
to create an innovation in internal ion- 
al law. For the first time, the ordinary 
criminal court of one country will sit 
in another country. It will require a lot 
of preparation — it will need a U.N. 
Security Council resolution, we will 
then need in sign a treaty between 


Britain and the Netherlands, and we 
will need to make domestic legislation 
in the U.K. 

This will be a Scottish court, admin- 
istering Scottish law. under Scottish 
procedures and Scottish rules of evi- 
dence. 1 1 will be presided ovpr by a 
panel of Scottish judges dho. of 
course, are the only judges qualified 
to rule on Scots law. If the accused are 
innocent, they have nothing to fear 
from Scottish justice. They will get a 
fair trial. We arc ready to accommo- 
date international observers so that the 
world can sec that this is so. 

The only difference From a standard 
Scottish court is that it will not be a 
trial by jury. It would not be practical 
or fair to require the attendance of fif- 
teen ordinary citizens for what may be 
many months of a trial in a foreign 
country. 

These arrangements are the product 
of long and careful examination by 
Lord Hardie and his Dutch and 
American colleagues. They are not for 
negotiation with any other state. We 
have taken a significant step so that 
justice can be done. It is now time for 
Libya to do the same, delivering the 
accused for trial in accordance with 
these arrangements. 

Yesterday. Britain and the U.S. 
asked Kofi Annan, the U.N. secretary 
general to inform Libya of our pro- 
posal. We ;Lskcd him to arrange for the 
physical transfer of the two accused to 
the Netherlands. As soon as they arc 
handed over for trial, we will take 
action in the Security Council to sus- 
pend the international sanctions 
against Libya. 

For years Libya has promised that it 
would accept a court without jury sit- 
ting in a third country. That way for- 
ward is now open to them. It is a way 
forward that will hold out the prospect 
of lifting the sanctions on Libya and 
ending the long wait for justice of the 
relatives of those who were murdered. 
It is now up to Libya. 


The writer is the Foreign Secretary of 
Great Britain. This article is reprint- 
ed from A I Naval 


This in rum would decrease the quantity in the market 
and given that the demand remains the same would 

Cause the price ot drugs to rise. 

The latter part is consequential because higher prices 
would invite others to trade in drugs and in time increase 
the supply of drugs again. The policy of reducing supply 
was exactly what the Bush administration did by chas- 
ing after drug lords at home and abroad: invading 
Panama to capture its president Noriega was one famous 
example of this costly and ineffective war on drugs. 

Drug consumption increased as the trade became more 
profitable and budgetary constraints caused the adminis- 
tration to finally limit its expansion while corruption 
grew within its own ranks. Reducing demand through 
well targeted media campaigns and addressing the foun- 
dations of drug abuse and addiction would ultimately 
reduce both the quantity demanded and prices of drugs 
because people would refuse to consume them. 

This of course is the more appropriate policy, given 
that supply remains illegal and that drug enforcement 
agencies remain effective. Targeting demand makes the 
solution more sustainable than the supply reduction 
approach. Determining outcome through the use of sim- 
ple economic tools, given the availability of data could 
shed great insight into many problems. 

There is an immense need to study many present poli- 
cies and implement analytical frameworks. 

Alas, the lack of objective studies has derogated dia- 
logue on many pertinent issues to subjective, person- 
alised and many times groundless debates. 

It is time for relevant and applied studies in all fields. 

Let’s not wait too long. 


LETTERS 


Transparency and democracy 


To the editor: 


WHAT A relief for residents in Amman to know 
that the “water crisis” is over! How do we know 
this to be the case? It’s very simple. According to a 
recent front page article in the Jordan Tunes, 
“Amman’s Prosecutor General Mohammad 
Kharabsheh on Tuesday ordered the media to 
refrain from publishing news relating to the water 
crisis case.” 

Obviously, if there is no news on the water crisis, 
then it is no longer a crisis. Such a brilliant strate- 
gy to overcome a problem which has been plaguing 
the city for almost two months. Imagine if you will, 
if other governments had had the foresight to adopt 
this approach. How many crises could have been 
avoided: 

“President Boris Yeltsin orders the Russian media 
to cease and desist from publishing any articles 
relating to current financial problems in the coun- 
try. As a result, the economy starts to recover as 
corporations voluntarily pay back taxes and corrupt 
public officials surrender to authorities.’’ 

The suppression of the media as a means of 
avoiding dealing with unpleasant political and eco- 
nomic situations is not a novel approach. Quite a 
few governments in recent history have attempted 
to adopt this strategy. Unfortunately for them, and 
fortunately for their citizenry, these short-term 
policies failed to stem public demands for changes 
within their nations. 


William R. Ennenbach 
Amman 


Advice for Americans 


To the editor; 


1 MUST take issue with the letter of Bala Lemak. 
obviously a very trusting citizen of the United 
Stales. Yes. I am also a citizen, but have learned 
that in a democracy you MUST ask questions. 

The problem with America in the Middle East is 
not the Arab support of “terrorism.” if indeed that 
support is there, but America's own citizens blind- 
ly supporting their government. While some 
might question some support of Israel, they just 
don t seem to be able to make the connection 
between the U.S. blind support of what is becom- 
ing a theocracy, and at the same time, a govern- 
mem that will kill 1.5 million Iraqis in the name 
or politics, it is the fiounting of International 
Law, which every other country BUT the U.S. Is 
expected to obey, that gets the U.S. into trouble. 
No law permits the starving out of an entire pop- 
ulation the way the U.S. is doing in Iraq. And the 
bombing — already the U.S. is retracting some of 
its verbose statements about the Sudanese phar- 
maceutical plant. Did it get bombed because of its 
coniract to supply medicines to Iraq — a country 
that both Bush and Clinton say will be under sane- 

;' 0ns ~." P 0 ^ word for starving the people until 
they die. And there ari» mhor tl: I Hr i.i 
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toe> die. And there are other mostly Third World 
countries that the U.S. has put “sanctions” on. to 
difierent degrees. 
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Riverside Middle East Research Project 

Riverside, CA . 
RIVME@pacbeII.net 
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Kohl still behind with four weeks to German poll 


Reuters 

ELECTION POSTERS trumpet Helmut Kohl 
as a world statesman. But in four weeks voters 
look like telling the chancellor, who pushed 
through German unification after die collapse 
of the Berlin Wall, that they no longer want him 
as their leader. 

Try as he might by criss-crossing the country 
in a final whirl of campaign stops. Kohl has 
failed to close the gap on his Social Democrat 
(SPD) challenger Gerhard Schroeder. 

Kohl dismisses opinion polls which show his 
Christian Democrats between three and seven 
points adrift of Schroeder’s SPD. 

This election will be decided in the last three 
weeks," the 68-year-old chancellor said in a 
newspaper interview Sunday. 

But it is virtually impossible to find a pollster 
who dunks Kohl can convince Germany's 60 
million voters to return him for a record fifth 
term on Sept. 27. For many Germans record 
unemployment, high raxes, an increasingly 
unaffordable welfare state and sputtering eco- 
nomic recovery cloud the earlier diplomatic 
and political achievements of Kohl’s 16 years 
at the helm. 

“Around two thirds of voters agree with a 
Kohl must go mood," said pollster Dieter Roth 
of Electoral Research Group. 

Kohl's centre-right Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) has picked up a few points in 
some surveys in recent months. 

“But that is normal given the conservatism of 


the Germans/’ Roth told foreign journalists. 
“In itself it is not enough to change the current 
situation." 

Kohl has been written off before but by this 
stage in the 1994 campaign, when the economy 
w-as faring worse than now, he had closed the 
gap on SPD challenger Rudolf Schaiping. This 
time he faces a more popular and telegenic 
opponent in the 54-year-oJd Schroeder, whose 
style and emphasis on the new centre of Ger- 
man politics has brought superficial compar- 
isons with Britain’s Tony Biair and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 

Schroeder beat out Bonn-insider and SPD 
Chairman Oskar Lafontaine for the party nom- 
ination in March after a resounding election 
victory in his home state of Lower Saxony. 

The so-called “Schroeder effect" has helped 
give the centre-left SPD its first real chance of 
power since Helmut Schmidt 16 years ago. 

But Germany’s voting system makes an out- 
right Schroeder victory almost impossible. 
“Because of the electoral system itself people 
stillvote mainly for parties in Germany," says 

_ That gives a whole raft of tiny parties ranging 
from neo-Nazis to reformed communists a 
potential voice in determining who will steer 
Europe’s economic locomotive into the next 
millennium. 

Schroeder’s likeliest government partners are 
the Alliance 90/Greens, a leftist, ecologist 
grouping who draw support mainly among the 
urban young. If the election is close, this Red- 



Green alliance might depend upon the tacit 
support of the Party of Democratic Socialism 
(PDS), the heirs of the rulers of the former 
communist east Germany. 

Polls show the PDS could scrape back into 
the Bundestag (lower house), partly because 
Kohl is so unpopular in the five eastern states 
where unemployment is double that in the 
west. 

Kohl’s three-party, CDU-led coalition won 
the 1994 federal election by just 140,000 votes 
or 0.3 per cent. 

A five per cent drop in CDU support in the 
eastern states this time — a strong possibility 
according to the polls — would translate into a 
one percentage point drop nationally. 

The closeness of the race has worried not 
only many within the CDU but also its coali- 
tion partners. 

The CDU’s Bavarian sister party, the Christ- 
ian Social Union (CSU), has to face voters in a 
state election on September 13. two weeks 
before the national poll. 

Some fear the CSU. the arch-conservatives 
embodied by the late Franz- Josef Strauss, 
could lose their outright majority in Bavaria for 
the first time. 

The CSU has been furious with the govern- 
ment’s third member party, the tiny liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP). for opening up the whole 
Kohl succession question. 

Some in the FDP have been hinting that Kohl 
should announce now that he intends to hand 
over to his more popular number two, Wolf- 


gang Schaeuble, if he is re-elected. 

The FDP thereby hopes to distance itself 
from Kohl, who has consistently been less pop- 
ular than the CDU itself, pollsters say. 

Schaeuble added to the succession debate last 
week by suggesting in an interview that a han- 
dover midway through a fifth Kohl term was 
possible. 

This unleashed a torrent of media specula- 
tion, forcing Kohl to assure voters that if they 
elected him he would stay the course. “1 always 
said clearly that I am running for a full term of 
office from 1998 to 2002,” the chancellor told 
Welt am Sonntag newspaper on Sunday. 

CDU members of parliament were divided 
about whether the party had shot itself in the 
foot four weeks before polling or whether Kohl 
and Schaeuble had co-ordinated their state- 
ments to tell the electorate “vote for Kohl now 
but you’ll get the party’s new guard in two 
years." Whatever the motivation, the result is 
confusion for many. 

“Kohl attacks his rival Gerhard Schroeder by 
saying that when you vote for Schroeder you * 
don't know what you are voting for," said Sud- 
deutsche Zeitung commentator Herbert Prantl. 

“But it’s worse with Kohl. When you vote for 
Kohl you don’t even know who you're voting 
for,” he said. 

Pollster Roth said the succession debate had 
probably nor damaged the CDU too badly. But 
the whole discussion, he added “is a sign that 
the CDU thinks it could well lose this elec- 
tion.” 



Itislbssian smoker appears not to have taken the health warnings too seriously (AFP photo) 

f The tobacco myth: 
Behind the smokescreen 


By Dr. Sanjfva Wijesinha 

Smoking has long been proved to be ti 
health risk. But the tobacco industry has 
sought to mislead the public and many 
people are still unsure of the facts. 

WITH ALL the information available 
today — from books, magazines, news- 
papers, television and the Internet — I 
ara still surprised when supposedly 
intelligent and educated people I meet 
all over the world still say: “But it has- 
n’t yet been proved definitely that smok- 
ing causes cancer, has it?” 

The sad fact is that scientists in the 
tobacco business have known for more 
than 40 years that smoking causes can- 
cer, but the industry has denied publicly 
that such a link exists because they have 
been making such a killing from ciga- 
rette sales. 

Details of the marked difference 
between what the tobacco industry knew 
about its products and what it actually 
told the public were revealed recently. 

A report by the anti-smoking organisa- 
tion ASH shows that, since the sixties, 
cigarette manufacturers knew tobacco 
was an addictive drug and that its crucial 
attraction was its addictive nature. 

The report is the first detailed analysis 
of. documents obtained through litigation 
and other sources in the United States. 

This report will be of great value to 
lawyers and victims of tobacco-related 
disease who are contemplating legal 
action against the cigarette companies,” 
says Clive Bates, director of ASH. “It 
gives a brilliant insight into, what was 
going on inside the companies and 
shows that the industry's public state- 
ments have been at sharp variance with 
its private knowledge and behaviour/’ 

The documents studied by ASH show 
that the tobacco industry targeted young 
people especially, recognising that they 
represented a lucrative market for the 
future. 

For instance, R.J. Reynolds, one of the 
U.S. tobacco giants, refers to teenagers 
in its 1975 marketing plan as “tomor- 
row’s cigarette business. 1 ' 

In 1973, the assistant chief of research 
and development at Reynolds wrote: 
“The fragile developing self-image of 
the young person needs all the support 
and enhancement it can get ... This self- 
image enhancement effect has tradition- 
ally been a strong promotional theme for 
cigarette brands and should continue to 
be emphasised.” 

A report of a U.S. study tour by scien- 
tists from the company British American 
Tobacco in 1958, which included visits 
to companies such as American Tobac- 
co, Philip Morris and Liggett as well as 
several research institutions, said: “With 
°oe exception, the individuals with 


whom we met believed that smoking 
causes lung cancer." 

A review carried out a few years later 
by the consulting firm Arthur D. Little, 
working for Liggett, reviewed the 
results of seven years of research. 

Their report stated: “There are biolog- 
ically active materials present in ciga- 
rette smoking. These are (a) cancer 
causing, (b) cancer promoting, (c) poi- 
sonous. (d) stimulating, pleasurable and 
flavourful." 

Another memo, from a Brown and 
Williamson lawyer, observed: "Nicotine 
is addictive. We are then in the business 
of selling an addictive drug." 

A 1979document of the Tobacco Advi- 
sory Council said: “The effect of switch- 
ing to low-tar cigarettes may be to 
increase, not decrease, the risks of 
smoking." 

The ASH report comes in the wake of 
a landmark settlement in the U.S. last 
year, in which tobacco companies 
agreed to pay $368.5 billion over 25 
years, mostly to fund ami-smoking cam- 
paigns and public health efforts in that 
country. 

Under that agreement, the firms had to 
admit publicly that cigarettes are addic- 
tive and cause cancer, heart disease and 
lung-related illnesses. They also had to 
pay $4 billion each year into a fund 
compensating smokers who were suc- 
cessful in lawsuits. 

Billboard advertising, as well as the 
use of human and cartoon images for 
promoting cigarettes — such as Marl- 
boro Man and Joe Camel — are to be 
banned under the agreement, cigarette 
packets are to cany stronger health 
warnings, and people will be able to get 
free medical assistance to stop smoking. 

A significant part of the agreement was 
the U.S- tobacco industry committed 
itself to paying larger fines if the smok- 
ing rates among young people were not 
reduced by 30 per cent in Five years and 
by 60 per cent in 10 years. 

Unfortunately, this reduction in smok- 
ing rates among young people only 
applies to the U.S., so there is nothing to 
prevent the U.S. tobacco industry from 
continuing to promote smoking among 
youngsters in the Third World. 

And they will probably continue to be 
successful as long as there are people 
who continue to believe that “it hasn’t 
yet been proved definitely that smoking 
causes cancer, has it?” 

— Gemini News. 

Dr. Sanjiva Wijesinha has worked as a 
medical practitioner in Sri Lanka, Hong 
Kong, Britain and Australia. He writes 
regularly for Gemini News Service on 
health issues. 


A week that shook the world 

It was Yeltsin’s gamble but everyone lost. Now the Russian 
economy is in f reef all and no one knows what to do 


By James Meek 

IT WAS the week when Russia's finan- 
cial and political systems locked solid. 
They simply ceased to work As might 
have been expected of systems rammed 
through by tank-fire, Russia's free mar- 
ket economy and constitution turned 
out to be rule books for a game that 
never was. 

President Yeltsin took a desperate 
gamble in bringing back Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, the prime minister who had 
been sacked only five months before, in 
the hope that it might soothe markets in 
crisis after the previous week's devalua- 
tion and debt default. It backfired com- 
pletely and only accelerated the rouble's 
fall. 

The stock market has shrunk away 
almost to nothing, and foreign lenders, 
disgusted by the meagre terms of com- 
pensation for Russia defaulting on its 
bonds, are gone for a long time. 

Bit by bit die scaffolding holding up 
the economy fell away, and it collapsed. 
As banks tried to save themselves, 
depositors could not withdraw their sav- 
ings. Branches closed. Panic-stricken 
handers tried to change roubles stashed 
under mattresses for hard currency, but 
the exchange booths had none to offer: 
Shops, uncertain what to charge, began 
to shut Businesses stopped paying sup- 
pliers and tax. Those who could contin- 
ued to siphon hand currency abroad. 

Soon salaries and pensions will need 
to rise to cope with increased prices, but 
where will die money come from if the 
government is receiving no income? 
How will vital imports be paid for? 

Mr. Yeltsin made it clear he would not 
run for president again, and the last page 
in the first chapter of Russia's post- 
Soviet history, the Yeltsin Years, was 
bong turned. 

At die same time, rather less coverage 
was being given to an unusually 
poignant murder. Anatoly Levin-Uddn, 
the deputy editor of a small investiga- 
tive newspaper in Sl Petersburg, died in 
hospital after being savagely beaten by 
unknown attackers near his home. 

Levin -Utkin’s newspaper had only 
put out two issues, but had managed to 
offend Russia’s customs service, die 
head of the former KGB. Vladimir 
Putin, and one of the country's biggest 
banks. Bank Rossiisky Credit, with 
accusations of corruption. 

Another journalist murdered; another 


brick in the wall between the public and 
the commercial secrets of the rich and 
pow erful As Russia experienced finan- 
cial and political derailment, it was a 
reminder of the origins and nature of die 
Russian elite who are trying to get the 
country bade on the rails. 

Despite the lengthening queues as a 
futile run on the banks got under way, 
despite price increases which by die end 
of the week began to nudge 50 per cent, 
the masses remained docile. Yet the 
endless trickle of deaths as a result of 
murder and incompetence by die pillars 
of the Russian regime goes on. 

The financial tycoons who rose to 
power in the early J990s did so against 
a fratricidal background of stairwell 
assassinations and car bombs. Mr 
Yeltsin. Mr. Chernomyrdin and their 
underlings have reduced the military to 
such a state that last month 165 service- 
men were killed in accidents, a figure 
similar to monthly losses in the war 
with Checfaenia. . 

Is this ruling group ready capable of 
returning Russia to some kind of eco- 
nomic sanity? The wold had better 
hope so but time is running out And so 
far, as shown by the twin struggles 
being waged in Moscow last week — 
the struggle for political power and the 
struggle for financial survival — the 
bad old ways of self-interest were pre- 
vailing. 

Andrei Piontkowsky. one of 
Moscow's most pessimistic political 
commentators, whose moral analysis of 
Russia's economic woes has consistent- 
ly been proven accurate down the years, 
wrote: The riiost fundamental reason 
for the Russian predicament is simply 
the absence of a political elite in the true 
sense of this word AO die Russian polit- 
ical class — the presidential family, the 
prime minister, conservatives, liberal 
economists, red directors and oligarchs 
— have been indulging in a carnal orgy 
of self-enrichment ar the expense of the 
state budget and stare property without 
any remorse or excuses/' 

Meanwhile. Henrik Kaspariyan. a 
grocer, was busy changing the old price 
stickers on his imported meats, cheeses 
and yoghurts. ‘Tf you've got dollars in 
your hands, better go home, go to bed. 
and just watch them get more valuable," 
he said 

It was a heady time for Moscow’s 
left-patriotic opposition and its commu- 
nist leader, Gennady Zyuganov, though 


be had die grace not to relish his 
moments of personal triumph in the 
midst of the country's disaster. 

From a figure soundly beaten by Mr. 
Yeltsin in 1996 elections, a man alter- 
nately dreaded, despised and ridiculed 
by the media and seemingly incapable 
of mobilising the angry dispossessed to 
resistance, the communist became a 
kingmaker overnight As Ml Yeltsin’s 
absence from the political scene went 
on, as the president's weakness and 
inability to comprehend (let alone cope 
with) the crisis became clear. Mr. 
Zyuganov gained stature out of all pro- 
portion to Ms power 

The. crowning moment came yester- 
day when die U.S. ambassador, James 
Coffins, came calling, as if to say that 
the communist leader’s point of view 
was crucial in setting die agenda for 
President Bill Clinton's visit next week. 

But die left-patriots, who are just short 
of a majority in the state Duma and 
whose support is essential if Ml Cher- 
nomyrdin is to have his prime minister- 
ial candidacy approved, are determined 
to extract the maximum political advan- 
tage from the president's weakness. 
Gening some kind of emergency eco- 
nomic policy running is less important 
to diem than getting a legally-binding 
pledge from tte Yetain camp to give up 
some of the vast powers given to him by 
the 1993 constitution. They are more 
concerned with turning Russia into 
something closer to a parliamentary 
republic." 

Parliamentary deputies, and in partic- 
ular Mr. Zyuganov's allies, take pride in 
their lade of responsibility for Russia’s 
troubles. More radical left-patriots, such 
as Sergei Baburin, still look forward to 
a neo-Soviet revival. l *\M? want to see a 
new generation of old Russians come to 
power." he said yesterday. 

But by dragging out the process of 
confirming Mr. Chanomyidm, they are 
increasing their share of blame for the 
consequences of Russia's current emer- 
gency. Parliament is not seen by the 
electorate as its defender, indeed, with 
the perks and privileges MPs receive, 
they are seen as simply feeding at the 
same trough as the Kremlin aid the 
government 

The Duma was still woddng yester- 
day with parliamentarians from (be 
upper bouse and government experts on 
an economic crisis package. . An early 
draft obtained by The Guardian is an 


anodyne, unconvincing document, 
heavily dependent on non-existent 
enforcement mechanisms, exhortation 
and honesty on the part of low-level 
bureaucrats. It is certainly far from the 
scare reports of a return to the command 
economy and unbridled printing of 
money, but it is not enough to stop die 
crisis. 

The businessmen who played such a 
large role in bringing Russia down seem 
as paralysed as any other section of the 
elite. The most woeful figure among the 
so-called oligarchs, the super-rich who 
control the country's big banks, its 
media and its raw materials industries, 
was Alexander Smolensky. Yesterday 
his bank. SBS-Agro, was taken into 
receivership by the central bank. 

Mr. Smolensky, who once denoted 
50kg of gold to sheathe the cupolas of 
Moscow's newly-built Cathedral of 
Christ the Saviour, vastly expanded his 
banking empire last year when he 
acquired a state-owned network of 
agricultural savings banks in a deal 
which critics said epitomised Russia's 
“crony capitalism" He also acquired 
25 milli on small savers, who now have 
no idea when they will get their money 
back. 

. Speaking before die central bank 
stepped in yesterday. Ml Smolensky 
was already a man in shock. “I don’t 
know what will happen next," be said 
’1 don't know whkher they'll prim 
money or not. I don't know bow die 
people will react I don't know how 
much the dollar will be worth. I don’t 
know bow long the exchange will be 
closed" 

It is hard to see which individual will 
cut through the deadlock and take 
action. Some of die most vivid leaders 
on Russia's political stage; such as 
Moscow's mayor, Yuri Luzhkov, and 
the governor of Krasnoyarsk. Alexan- 
der Lebed, shied away from putting 
themselves forward as saviours, or even 
from calling for early presidential elec- 
tions. Like many, they cannot see the 
bottom of die abyss. 

“I get the impression that the execu- 
tive and the legislature are trying to 
sweep each other away," said Gen. 
Lebed “But if they, fail to understand 
the situation in the country, both of them 
will be swept away." 

— The Guardian 


For the brain, the present lasts for 
exactly three seconds 


By Nikolaus Dominik 

Deutsche Pnsse-Agattur 

MUNICH — Does die present actually 
exist? This question has been asked by 
philosophers for centuries and has been 
answered in many different ways. 
Neural researchers now believe they 
know enough to state that the present 
lasts for about three seconds. 

Professor Ernst Poeppel of Munich 
University, a leading expert on the 
Main, has collected a mass of evidence 
for die claim. He has been able to prove 
in tests that eye movements while dri- 
ving and observing new objects change 
every three seconds. 

The same, he says, is true of die nat- 
ural pauses in spoken sentences: poetry 
in all languages also follows a three- 
second rhythm and motifs in music are 
arranged on the time pattern, too. 

The brain needs these three seconds 


to convert information into knowledge 
and awareness. And the brain cells have 
their own, periodic method of restrain- 
ing the chaos of perception, explains 
Poeppel. 

The brain apparently produces “time- 
dead zones” which each last for about 
30 thousandths of a second. In this time 
the incoming information is transmitted 
between the nerve ceils and gives rise 
to the events being identification. 

This information processing, by 
which one nerve cell activates 10,000 
other cells, is called neural osdQatioo, 
and is the basis of consciousness. 

According to Poeppel the brain has 
two temporal levels of operation: ele- 
mentary incidents are defined in the 
zones of 30 thousandths of a second, 
and our present is created, that is con- 
sciousness is formed, in the three-sec- 
ond period. 

This three-second window of die pre- 


sent is also responsible for creating our 
short-term memory and controlling 
bodily movements. Poeppel illustrates 
tins with two examples: when two peo- 
ple shake hands for looger than three 
seconds, they intuitively withdraw. 

And in tennis, the exact coordination 
of the arm movement to return the ball 
has a three-second build-up. The brain 
opens its sensory gates in this rhythm 
and adds new information to behav- 
ioural patterns — Poeppel here talks of 
the brain being constantly updated. 

Poeppel believes that basic research 
into the Main is a priority for scientific 
investigation as tte subject covers so 
many fields. In this it belongs on a par 
with research into human genes. 

Once researchers learn more of how 
nerve cells are linked to each other, he 
said, it will provide as yet unimaginable 
possibilities for the treatment of disor- 
ders. Researchers in Munich and 


Zurich have already been able to find 
molecules which control the growth of 
nerve cells and repair damaged cells. 

In experiments with animals, the 
technique was used to treat lameness so 
that the animals were again able to con- 
trol and move the damaged limbs. The 
nerves which had been severed had 
grown together again with the help of 
proteins. 

Whether this mechanism could work 
for humans, too, is not known, says 
PoeppeL The previous conception of 
the brain as merely a “machine reacting 
to stimuli" has been disproved. 

Using its own clock, the brain can 
create its own systems and is constant- 
ly aware of itself says Poeppel This, 
for example, means that the eyes sup- 
ply only 10 per cent of the information 
to the brain — most infonmtion is pro- 
vided by the brain itself. 



World economic growth seen slowing, but recession fears premature 


• us"? v . 


PARIS (AFP) — The Russ- 
ian and Asian crises have 
dealt blows to the world 
economy that will slow 
growth generally, but it is 
too soon to predict things 
snowballing into a global 
recession, analysts say. 

World economic growth 
this year will almost cer- 
tainly be less than hitherto 
forecast, however. 

International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus 
said on Aug. 13. before the 
Russian crisis broke, that in 
light of recent events “it 
would seem good to me if 
this year we are not too far 
below i world economic 
growth of) three per cent." 
compared with an April 
prediction of 3.1. 

“There is clearly a sys- 
temic risk today." said 
Christian de Boissieu. eco- 
nomics professor at the 
University of Paris. Sor- 
bonne. and while “it is a bit 


too early ro talk about 
world deflation," growth in 
the European Union and the 
United Slates is likely to 
slow down. 

In France, for instance 
“we have already passed 
the peak of the recovery." 
he warned. 

Paul Atkinson, head of 
country' studies at the Paris- 
based Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Develop/nent (OECD), 
said, however, that despite 
the Russian events and the 
fact that the Asian crisis had 
turned out to be worse than 
initially thought, the U.S. 
and European economies 
remain strong. 

“It is like a holidaymaker 
on a tropical island: there is 
a storm coming over the 
ocean and you can even see 
the water rising a biu" but it 
has not yet reached you. he 
said. 

But “so far ... there is not 
really anything monetary' 


policy should not be able to 
cope with in this environ- 
ment.” and both the Euro- 
pean Union and the U.S. 
economy should be rela- 
tively unaffected. 

Japan, however, “remains 
a large uncertainty in terms 
of what is going on in the 
world economy" and needs 
to push ahead with eco- 
nomic reforms. Atkinson 
said. 

One thing the latest crisis 
has highlighted is that the 
“globalisation" of the econ- 
omy through a combination 
of trade Liberalisation and 
new technology has both 
increased foreign invest- 
ment flows into new mar- 
kets and accelerated outside 
reaction to events. 

“What globalisation has 
meant is that as information 
makes its way around the 
world at lightning speed, 
errors .... are magnified." 
and mistakes are "punished 
quickly and often very 


painfully." said WTO 
spokesman Keith Rock- 
well. 

“Since 1995 ... crises are 
more and more global ... 
because investors consider 
each country not a$ a single 
country but as a compart- 
ment" in their portfolio, so 
if one emerging market 
looks risky, they will pull 
out of them all, said Gerard 
Maarek. economist at Cred- 
it Agricole. 

But countries must resist 
the temptation to tiy ro pro- 
tect themselves by putting 
up new barriers to trade and 
investment, because that 
would “lead to the worst 
possible situation," WTO 
Director General Renato 
Ruggiero said. 

The crisis which exploded 
in Russia in the past week 
may have had much of its 
cause in domestic prob- 
lems. but it is also the result 
of global economic events. 

When the Asian crisis 


erupted, analysts were 
hopeful it coqld be con- 
tained in the region. 

But its effects nonetheless 
spilled over, not least in a 
sapping of investor confi- 
dence in anything but what 
they saw as* solid “safe 
havens” for their money 
such as U.S. and European 
stocks and bonds. 

As a result, emerging 
markets in Latin America 
also came under pressure 
and already wavering con- 
fidence in Russia weakened 
further. 

The devaluation of the 
rouble earlier this month in 
turn increased pressure on 
Latin American markets. 

There is now concern that 
the Russian situation will 
feed back into renewed 
panic selling in Asia, spark- 
ing off a new round of cur- 
rency turmoil in the region 
which would then bounce 
back into other areas, ana- 
lysts say. 


The complex interactions 
at play are well illustrated 
by the situation in the oil 
market. 

Oil prices have fallen by 
more than a third in the past 
year, as demand has been 
trimmed by the economic 
slowdown in Asia, which in 
turn has sapped export mar- 


kets for other countries. 

Heavily oil-dependent 
economies such as Russia 
or Venezuela then face a 
massive drop in oil rev- 
enue. leaving them with a 
difficult choice between 
pumping more oil in the 
hope of compensating 
through increased volume. 


or a cut in output to try to 
push prices up by limiting 
supply- 

Neither has worked this 
year, as repeated pledges to 
cut output by the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries have been 
overtaken by an even steep- 
er drop in demand. 
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Saudi riyal will not be 
devalued — central bank 


Currency 
US Dollar 
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CH Franc 
JP Yen 
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FR Franc 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 




US Dollar 
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RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s central bank has ruled out 
a devaluation of the kingdom's 
currency and has said the bank 
retains a firm grip on the riyal's 
movement, a local daily said 
Sunday. 

The A1 Iqtissadiya daily 
quoted a Saudi Arabian Mone- 
tary Agency (SAMA) official 
as saying that rumours that the 
riyal would be devalued were 
unfounded 

The official, who requested 
anonymity, added that the bank 
would retain a firm grip on the 
currency, which is pegged to 
the U.S. dollar, and would 
resist all financial speculation. 

He said the riyal had been 
subject to speculation since 
1993 buL had been able to 


intervene to avoid large fluctu- 
ations. 

Meanwhile, currency traders 
said it is highly likely that 
SAMA will continue to inter- 
vene to maintain the riyal's sta- 
bility as long as the speculation 
lasts. 

The riyal. which generally 
trades within a very narrow 
margin, has seen small fluctua- 
tions over the last week as 
speculators sold rivals on the 
strength of a rumour that the 
currency would shortly be 
devalued. 

The rumour was fuelled by a 
drop in the kingdom's oil rev- 
enues as crude prices plum- 
meted to their lowest level for 
years as a result of weak 
demand in Asia and a glut in 
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global erode stocks. 

Although the riyal's fluctua- 
tions never strayed more than 
half a percentage point away 
from its normal dollar trading 
values, this was magnified by 
the currency’s supposedly 
ultra stable status. 

"The riyal is prone to 
rumours of devaluation every 
1 8 months or so. It's a perenni- 
al problem and this time it was 
sparked by fears that low oil 
revenues would tighten liquid- 
ity in the kingdom and that the 
terrorist strikes on U.S. 
embassies in East Africa might 
adversely affect (he kingdom." 
said one Dubai-based curren- 
cy trader. 

But the trader ruled out any 
real possibility of a devalua- 
tion in the riyal in the immedi- 
ate future. 

It would make foreign capi- 
tal harder to attract and invest- 
ment proposals would have to 
be more attractive to over- 
come the ensuing lack of con- 
fidence in the currency, he 
said. 


Bahrain Dinar 236 13807 

Qatar Dinar 03745 0.1949 


Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 





03317 5.1319 03311 5.1803 

0.1004 0.97 03814 038 

9.65 03107 9.74 

13320 - 03840 1.01 

13334 1130 

0.1026 03907 0.0832 

03482 23953 03012 23179 
0.1108 1.0698 0.0899 


03056 33728 1519.00 33010 

03311 5.1803 214235 4.7969 

03814 038 40433 03057 

03107 9.74 402938 9.021; 

03840 131 41738 0.9347 

12.02 496930 03347 
03260 
23390 


Mid-East Currencies 




030 0.00 

1330 1331 

Bonny 030 030 

Dubai 1239 12.53 

ULGas 13030 13030 
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03663 

04680 

03723 

047851 

33718 

6.76043; 

03770 

4362 | 

13314 

33836 



Metal Prices 


Libor Fi 




USD 53445 5.6250 53938 5.53 

GBP 7.5547 73260 73742 73750 

JPY 03802 0.6328 0.6367 

33686 33000 33938 33563 
FRF 33000 1.6133 1.6953 13164 

CHF 13703 3.5566 3.5938 33875 

ITL 63120 5.1540 4.7471 


Main Equity Indices 






THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wifliams 


ACROSS 

1 * of the 

dtlrbervilles* 

5 Garb tor 
Claudius 
9 Waterproofs 

14 Baseball's 
Hershiser 

15 Designer 
Cassini 

16 God of Islam 

17 Picnic dessert 

20 Musical 

-exercise piece 

21 School themes 

22 Prune 

23 Ropes for 
rustlers 

28 Picnic food 

34 Weekday abbr. 

37 Dispatched 

38 Speak 
bombastically 

39 Keep on 
spinning 

4i Meals 

43 Exxon mol 

44 Slanted type: 
abbr. 

46 Worn out 

47 Picnic drink 

50 End a dispute 

51 Abandon the 
truth 

54 Arts and 

59 Mocks 

61 Picnic food 

66 Fred Astaire's 
sister 

67 _-d e-camp 

68 _ of Cleves 

69 Singer 
Haggard 

70 Red vegetable 

71 Majors and 
Grant 
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By Diene C. Baldwin 
Columbia, MD 


DOWN 

1 Throw in the 

2 Muse of poetry 

3 Arrangement 

4 iditarod vehicle 

5 Turkey mister 

6 _ Miss 
(university) 

7 Hahr-care 
product 

8 in the past 

9 Back talk 

10 Building wings 


11 Inter _ 

(among other 
things) 

12 Trimmed Uks a 
wedding gown 

13 Hen and cow. 

eg. 

16 Clinton Attorney 
General 

19 Settle and raise 
chicks 

24 Approximately 

25 Fbrmer 

26 Seth to Adam 

27 Contest 
participant 

28 Neck cramp 

29 Short jaunt 

30 Rito out 

31 June Carter's 
Johnny 

32 Director 
Preminger 

33 Finest 

34 Drain screen 

35 Halt: prefL 

36 Resting atop 
40 Ency. book 
42 Israeli airline 

45 Youngster 


QOCIO BQ0C10 □□□[*] 
□□HID DQQDE1 EHQQQ 
□□□□ Q HQ ED ED QHQED 
□□□DQHQCinHnLIQlIin 
000 HIDE] 

0(30 □UQQUQQ □□□ 

□nnnn □□□□ cm era 

□□□□□□□□HdQnCKTH 
□□DU □□□□ □□HOD 
□□□ □□□□□□□ 0HD 

□□□ man 
□nnaHasnanHcaiiOQ 
□□□a □□□□□ □□no 

□□□□ QHGIBH noses 

BBSS BHHBB □□□□ 


POiHB T«m um StMon/mc. 


48 In _ (existing): 
LaL 

49 vu 

51 Sierra 

52 Actress Dunne 

53 Mississippi 
quartet? 

54 Prepare tor 
finals 


55 Take the bus 

56 Copycat 

57 Plummeted 

58 FamBy chan 
60 & others: LaL 

62 UUe bit 

63 Draw 

64 Foeflc piece 

65 Convened 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
the surprise answer, as 
SBSted by the above cartoon. 


i (Answers tomorrow) 
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t A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Pharmaceutical producers plan new round 
of talks with government to raise prices of drugs 


** THE FEDERATION of Jordanian 
Pharmaceutical Producers will launch a 
second round of talks with the Ministry 
of Health during the coming months to 
demand raising the prices of drugs by 
three per cent. According to the federa- 
tion’s president Maher Matalqa, "The 
Ministry of Health raised prices by a rate 
that was less than our ambition as prices 
were fixed since 1989. This is not rea- 
sonable after the decline in the dinar's 
exchange rate" 

Matalqa denied that the prices of local 
and foreign drugs have relatively nar- 
rowed and, be claimed, that the credibil- 
ity of the (local) drugs has also dropped 
as Jordan is the. only Arab country where 
low-price medicines can be found. He 
highlighted the importance of supporting 
the pharmaceutical industry because 75 
per cent of the total output is exported 
earning the Kingdom around $180 mil- 
lion annually. 

Naim Balasmeh, a Jordanian working 
in Saudi Arabia, said Jordanian drugs 
outside the Kingdom are cheaper but 
indicated that Arabs form Gulf countries 
come to Jordan because the charges by 
medical doctors are high. Matalqa denied 
that drug prices outside Jordan are 
cheaper and explained that importing 
countries request sale certificates at the 
country of origin and based on that an 
agreement is reached with importers. 
“This pricing method has resulted in 
accumulated losses/' Matalqa said. 

Khalil Ghanem, a pharmacist, pointed 
out that demand for local drugs has 
dropped by 80 per cent and. he said that 
most patients currently prefer foreign 
medicines over local ones. Around 20 
. per cent of the patients buy only half of 


doctor's prescription due to the high 
prices of drugs.” he added. Ghanem put 
the responsibility for the low demand on 
local drugs on the producers because the 
increase in prices came at a bad econom- 
ic situation. He expressed his astonish- 
ment over raising drug prices haphazard- 
ly and stressed that profit in the pharma- 
ceutical sector is good for producers and 
pharmacies. 

Emil Abu Eitah, a general practitioner, 
described the fixing of prices since 1989 
as illogical but he indicated that the new 
prices were not accompanied by higher 
prices for foreign drugs except the 
exchange rate differential. He said the 
prices of foreign drags are linked to a 
basket of currencies and most often the 
prices decline contrary to the prices of 
local drugs which if they go up there is 
no chance that they will decline. 

Abu Eitah confirmed that the narrow 
price range between local and foreign 
drugs has prompted doctors to prescribe 
foreign drugs for their patients. He pro- 
posed reducing prices by cutting the free 
promotional materials given to pharma- 
cies noting that such materials are as 
many as 40 kinds. 

Abu Eitah biased the printed promo- 
tional material distributed by Jordanian 
pharmaceutical companies as poorly 
designed. “Most often doctors throw 
such promotional material in the waste 
basket as soon as the representative of 
any of the companies leaves." he said. 
He questioned why foreign companies 
do not complain of less profit when their 
marketing expenses are extremely high 
(A1 Ra'i). 


Gold price falls to JD5.5 per gramme in Jordan 
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2T.to i April; 19) Today's a good day for 
ey. This «jndition will increase as the day 
w biletfie_u sual advi ce is id take action early 
ling^now just tiie dpposrte is true. Hold off 
Your, best time to ask for a raise may come 
wi>rk is dime, not before. • 

20? to : May 20) Things - will - start 
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fe^cohdition js paostiikely to be in effect by din- 
'^yrn^q^'^li^^cdt^ratioa around then, 
^pu’ye.^hievetf over the past few days?. 
L(Ma.y 21/to June 2 Hilt’s time to get your, 
dffiurs-in^der. Year jahdyour partner or room- 
it Ter. buyKscmre thing Alice for your home. You 
pool your resources hr order to do this. It’s 
to work out fine/after you get past the argument 
you cah both live with. “ 

; (June. 22 td July 21) A partner can show 
j^'u'reraiss^ important. You’ve 

g^fveyiything yoti know how to do, and doing 
t.you^re overlooking is something you did- 
w aboor, That’s why ijbere . are lots of us on 
■7-r'sd we can-point these things out to one 

^ ^ to Augbst 21) ;if you’re looking for a 
-g^ yotu apptications out today. There's an 
y right now to use your natural abilities more 
4&ake a Io t ; more money. This could be the job 
fesans/hirt you’re not going to get it by sitting 
Get busy. ■ - ; ; . > . .. - 

e^Aitgu^22 to September. 22) Other people’s 
^waras will take up most of your day, but you 
: private rime tonight. Be particular about 

4. nM fnan A IllIVliJ Kp KpcT 


Industrial 
exhibition 
to open 
next week 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Around 90 Jordanian 
companies will take 
part in-the- sixth Jordan- 
ian Industrial Expo 
which will be opened 
Sept. 7 at the Amman 
International Motor 
Show. 

The exhibition which 
is organised by the Jor- 
danian Businessmen 
Association and the 
Investment Promotion 
Corporation will last 
until Sept. 1 1 . 

The exhibition is 
being held on a regular 
basis since 1993 to 
acquaint consumers 
with the Jordanian 
industry and the 
advanced level they 
have reached. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Worldwide 
gold prices have plummet- 
ed ro a historic low follow- 
ing Russia's move to sell 
part of its gold reserves on 
international markets to 
procure foreign currency 
for its fledgling economy, a 
gold dealer said Sunday. 

Ghalib Sakijha. chairman 
of the Gold Traders Associ- 
ation, said Moscow’s deci- 
sion caused an increase in 
the supply of gold in the 
world markets, which 
exceeded demand and 
caused the decrease in 
price. 

The gold dealer said the 
Russian government has 
sold gold worth $9 billion 
in the past few days to 
obtain foreign currency to 


Three top 
Russian 
banks 
merge 

MOSCOW (AFP) —Three 
top Russian banks, Onex- 
im, Menatep and Most- 
Bank. are to merge, ITAR- 
TASS reported, citing a 
statement issued by the 
three banks. 

The three banks, rated 
fourth, seventh and 17th in 
Russia in terms of assets, 
announced their merger 
amid severe concerns that 
whole swathes of Russia's 
banking sector could col- 
lapse due to the current 
financial crisis. 

The banks plan to form a 
holding company into 
which each bank will con- 
tribute 51 per cent of its 
charter capital. The holding 
company will be headed by 
Onexim bank chief execu- 
tive Mikhail Prokhorov. 

“The merger will be car- 
ried out in line with inter- 
national standards and will 
create an institution which 
will be run in accordance 
with international stan- 
dards of accounting and 
auditing/’ the statement 
said, according to ITAR- 
TASS. 

The central bank, which 
has urged banks td pull 
together and pool resources 
to battle die country’s 
financial crisis, hailed the 
decision as “a factor of sta- 
bilisation for the whole 
Russian banking system.'* 

Oneximbank is part of 
the Intenos Financial 
Group run by billionaire 
Vladimir Potanin. Menatep 
is part of businessman 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky’s 
empire, while Most-Bank 
is among Vladimir G us in- 
sky’s business interests. All 
three men are powerful 
business figures in Russia 
considered part of the so- 
called “oligarchy” which 
wields enormous behind- 
the-scenes influence. 


buy necessary foodstuffs 
and other items for its pop- 
ulation. 

“The Russians found that 
the easiest way to get for- 
eign currency is to sell 
some of their gold 
reserves," Sakijha said. 

“The psychological situa- 
tion in Russia could lead to 
more selling of their gold, 
which would affect the 
gold prices badly/’ he 
added. 

According to last week’s 
figures, one ounce of gold 
sold at $274.5 down from 
former earlier prices which 
ranged from $288 to 
$296.5 in the past four 
months. Sakijha said. 

The highest price for gold 
recorded this year was 
$313 per ounce, while the 
average rates for year were 
to $288 and $296, he said. 


The dealer estimated that 
gold lost 30 per cent of its 
value in 1998. 

Sakijha said that follow- 
ing the decline in the inter- 
national markets, the pre- 
cious metal slipped to 
JD5.5 for each gramme in 
retail gold stores in the 
Kingdom, down from 
JD8.25 for each gramme as 
the average rate of gold in 
the past IS months. 

Sakijha said current gold 
prices have slipped even 
below the cost of gold 
extraction, which is rang- 
ing between $325 and S290 
depending on the condi- 
tions of the gold mines and 
their proximity to the 
ground. 

“The gold prices have 
retreated to their lowest 
level in 20 years. Some- 
thing should be done to 


stop Russia from selling its 
gold because the move will 
harm different parries, 
especially the U.S. and 
Germany,” Sakijha told the 
Jordan Times. 

He was referring to the 
multi-billion dollar loans 
the financial institutions in 
the two countries have 
extended to Moscow in the 
past four years to assist its 
fragile economy. 

The gold dealer said the 
recent decrease in gold 
prices is the second in less 
than four months, when 
Australia and Canada 
decided to sell some of 
their gold reserves in the 
first quarter of this year. 

Sakijha said Jordanian 
gold traders’ loss in the 
past four months are esti- 
mated at several hundreds 
milli on dinars. 


“Around 75 per cent of 
Jordanian people are 
hoarding gold either for 
investment purposes or 
personal use/' he added. 

“Each ounce of gold in 
Jordan has been devalued 
by $80 as a result of the 
continuous slide in prices,” 
said Sakijha. 

‘The stability of the 
Russian economy is a mat- 
ter that concerns the inter- 
national community, and 
something should be done 
to safeguard it from col- 
lapse/' he added. 

"Nobody can predict 
what is going to happen to 
gold prices. It depends on 
political developments in 
Russia and the reaction of 
the world community espe- 
cially the U.S. and Ger- 
many/’ Sakijha said. 
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SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 110.07 *CBG: 


3.900 

6.500 

11.250 

1.570 

1.710 

5.740 

s.aoo 

1.440 

2.250 

6.350 

.570 

.590 

1.760 

4.050 

2.300 
.730 

1.300 
1.600 
1.080 
1.610 
1.310 

.890 

.720 

.670 


1.840 

4.530 

10.050 

1.000 

1.060 

2.400 

1.120 

1.020 

1.370 

4.700 
.400 
.320 
.760 

2.700 
.710 
.390 
.580 

1.200 

.600 

1.150 

.930 

.660 

.580 

.540 


JOB. CEHEST FACT. 
ARAB POTASH CO. 

JOR. PETROL. REFUART 


INDUSTRIAL COMM.ACR. 
ARAB PHAXM. HAMF. 
JOR. CERAMIC HD. 

JOR. PIPES HARFCT. 
GENERAL HIKING 
DAS ALD1HA DV.XXV. 
LIVESTOCK 6 P OULTRY 
ZXTH8SED . FSXRO . CBSM. 
DMZV.aBM.ZMD8. 
ALADDIN CO. 
RAXL.CAMLE HXRE.XFAC 
JOR- 8DLPM 0-CH— 

UN IV. N0DH.XRD8. 
NATL. CHLORINE 
JOR. SEX CABLE CO. 

EL -XXX READY REAR - 
URL. TOBACCO 
JORDAN S T EE L 
KAT.ALOMXXXdtf. 
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PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 


ONION HV. 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

ARAB UFTL. IM V.TRD. 
■AIL. TEXTILE 
RAIL.MOLT.ENO . HAKXCO 
KXDEAST PHARR. 90* 
UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 
RAZZ PHARR. 

XNDS. ERG. 

ZNDS. CERAMIC 
Z -TEXTILE HANOT. 
ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 
NATL. POULTRY 
AL-XEHAL PRINTING CO 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS . tAe O m Amman - Cairo - Rio 55271 1 8 


FrtlSE IN THIS 
HON CALL 



iW^V(bedemlxr 22 to January 20) The con- 
jc jasfvfew days is clearing, and it looks like 
ft’s easy now to figure out what 
at least on? little prob- 
that. happen, but after all ' you've been 
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tJ^tiuary 2t to February 19) You ve got 
today;- You may get a friend to help, but 
^briej^whoV eve®, more casual about 
v /TTrnh. you are. You want to ask a criti- 
c^fy; d^aiEoriented person. In fact, if you 
' organise you so you can go play, 

^ an excellent investment 

20. to"Maich 20) A group meeting 
1 ' tfidpy. One of- you is* going to have a really 
_ ^ even avoid a 

L hyjfi g yriji g it out ahead of tune. The 
m^^reativjty- equals way more than the 
gSyi are awesome together. 

— Golden Quartz 




*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Dafy & 
Long Stay ^Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 
e-mail : aystalO gacomjo 


Shmeisanl -Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweMeh Tel: 822891 


Visit Us At 

www.viparab.com/vipgift 



TOADV 
INI 
SECTION 

5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

Tei-; 03 / 2014340 - 41 / 
Fax: 4 ) 3/2014339 


A 


VoUvier Restaurant 

& 


Abdoun 5929564 


Jertise in this 

ISifON CALL 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 



Fax: 5693337 



A. Hajarat Complex 

t a. 5864230 -58651 67 
Mobile: 079/37588 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

B1UNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytie 
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William Jones Basketball Tournament 

Jordan hopes to beat 
Chinese Taipei today 


By Samir Janakat in Taiwan 
and Aleen Banna van in Amman 


JORDAN'S MEN'S basketball team 
meet hosts Chinese Taipei today in the 
first of their matches at the 21st 
International William Jones Basketball 
Tournament which opened in Taiwan 
Sunday with 10 teams taking part. 

Jordan will be aiming fora win after 
Taipei scored an 80-56 (36-24) win 
over Malaysia in the opening match of 
the week-long tournament. South 
Korea beat the UAE 80-65- (47-40) in 
the other match. 

Jordan was drawn in Group 1 along- 
side Chinese Taipei. UAE, Korea. 
Malaysia. Group 2 includes Japan, 
Thailand. Saudi Arabia. the 
Philippines and Costa Rica. 

The top two teams in each group will 
play in the semifinals while the rest 
will play for 5th- 1 Oth places. 

With the tournament regulations 
stipulating that the host team qualifies 
to the semifinals, regardless of its 


results in the preliminary round, 
Jordan has to win Group 1 to ensure 
qualification since taking second place 
in case Taipei does not take first place 
will drop Jordan out of contention 
because Taipei will then qualify with 
the first placed team. 

The Jordanian team was due to play 
its first match without players from Al 
Jazireh Club who withdrew from all 
national team lineups on the eve of the 
men’s team's departure citing “bias 
against the club's players." 

With the Ministry of Culture and 
Youth trying to bridge the gap and 
solve the issue between the club and 
the Jordan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) it was still unclear whether the 
four players would join their team- 
mates in Taiwan later on. 

With Jazireh’s players declining play 
just before the team left Amman, the 
JBF named two other players (one 
from Orthodoxi and another from Ahli 
clubs) to the lineup which now 
includes only ten players. 


In preparation for the tournament, 
the team had a training camp in Athens 
during which they played six matches 
winning two and losing the rest 

The JBF also hosted the Iraqi nation- 
al team winning 93-65 in the first 
friendly while the second ended in a 
79-79 draw after die Iraqis refused to 
play overtime to determine the winner. 

The team includes mainly under-22 
players and are joined by veterans 
HilaJ Baraka t and Yousef ZaghlouL. in 
addition to Nasser Bassam, Faisal 
Nsour. Fadi Saqqa. Mohammad 
Shamali. Ay man Du’eis and Ashraf 
Samara. Jan Sahlieh and Kamal Hilou 
were recalled to the lineup after Ma’an 
Odeh, Husam Lutfi and Yousef Abu 
Bakr, Ala' Bilbeisi of A1 Jazireh with- 
drew. 

The Kingdom was placed seventh in 
the last Asian Basketball 
Championship which was held in 
Saudi .Arabia last vear. 



juventus' ace Alessandro del Piero tries to score during Italian SuperCup match 
Juventus vs Lazio at the “Delle Alpi" stadium in Turin Lazio won 2-1 to capture 
the SuperCup for the first time ( AP Photo) 


France’s Sebastien Grosjean 
misses bid for finals 


BROOKLINE. 
Massachusetts (AFP) — 
Cinderella story of France's 
Sebastien Grosjean. from 
unheralded qualifier to 
potential finalist at the U.S. 
Professional Tennis 

Championships. ended 
Saturday when he suc- 
cumbed to fourth-seed 
Michael Chans: 7-5. 4-6. 6- 


Grosjean's fellow 

Frenchman and semi-final- 
ist Cedric Pioline lost his 
match to Paul Haarhuis of 
the Netherlands, a 7-3. 4-6. 
6-3 winner and Chang's 
opponent in Sunday's 
finals. 


Grosjean. a 20-year-old 
Marseille native who listed 
14 1 at the start of the year in 
the Association of Tennis 
Professionals ratines, had 
been relegated mainly to 
playing in satellite and qual- 
ifying tournaments. 

He gained a slot at the 
U.S. Pro by winning a qual- 
ifier round one week ago. 

Grosjean gained a tw o-set 
victory over John van 
Loirum in the opening 
round, followed up with a 
two-set triumph over 
Xavier Malisse. and pro- 
duced a surprising quarter- 
final 6-4. 7-5 upset of the 
tournament's top-seeded 


Jonas Bjorkman. 

In the semi-final, 
Grosjean battled back from 
an opening set loss to 
unleash a pair of service 
returns in the eighth game 
to break Chang and held 
serve to force the match into 
a third set — the third for 
Chang and Grosjean 's first 
in the tournament. 

The veteran Chang, com- 
bining strong groundstrokes 
with deft volleys at net, 
broke Grosjean in the eighth 
game of the final set to gain 
the victory and the right to 
face Haarhuis in the final. 


Iranian 


women 
learning 
to play 
football 


TEHRAN ( AFP) — Two 
public gymnasiums in 
Tehran have begun offering 
courses to teach women 
how to play football, the 
state news agency IRNA 
reported Sunday. 

The courses will be 
reserved exclusively for 
women, who have been 
restricted to playing the 
sport only in all-girl 
schools. 

Since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution, women in Iran 
have only been allowed to 
play those sports in public 
in which they can remain 
veiled, such as skiing, 
shooting, and horseback 
riding. 

Faezeh Hashemi, a mem- 
ber of parliament and 
daughter of former presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, pledged in 
April to begin organising 
women's football matches 
"very soon." 

Her support of women’s 
football provoked the ire of 
political conservatives, 
who believe that the 
women, playing outdoors 
in shorts and jerseys, 
would be exposed to the 
eyes of men. 

A parliamentary commis- 
sion held a closed-doors 
session in April to discuss 
the issue. 


Flu bug hits Aussie swimmers before 
Commonwealth Games 


SYDNEY (AFP) — An influenza 
scare has hit the Australian swim- 
ming team in the leadup to next 
month's Kuala Lumpur 
Commonwealth Games. 

Defending 100m breaststroke 
champion Phil Rogers has been 
isolated from the rest of the 41- 
member Australian team at a train- 
ing camp in Singapore because of 
illness. 

“He's been isolated from the rest 
of the squad so he won’t infect the 


other kids." team media manager 
Ian Hanson said from Singapore 
Sunday. 

“He's back in the water but he's 
just a bit frustrated he's not feeling 
1 00 per cent." 

Rogers is the oldest member in 
the Australian team at 27. but is 
still ranked number one in the 
Commonwealth in the 1 00m ahead 
of compatriots Ryan Mitchell and 
Simon Cowley. 

Hanson said dual Olympic gold 


medallist Kieren Perkins had 
resumed training after coming 
down with the ‘Hu earlier this 
month, adding Perkins had time to 
recover since the 1500m freestyle 
was on the last day of the Games 
swimming program on September 
17. 

The Games opening ceremony is 
on September 1 1. 


National soccer team leaves 


for training camp in Yugoslavia 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Kingdom's 
national soccer team left for 
Yugoslavia Sunday for a three-week 
training camp in preparation for the 
Sept. 22-30 Arab Cup finals in Qatar. 

According to head of delegation 
and Jordan Football Association 
(JFA) secretary Mohammad 
Hamdan, the team is scheduled to 
play at least six friendly matches 
against Yugoslav teams from differ- 
ent divisions. 

The team will return to Amman 
Sept. 19 and fly to Doha for the 
finals on the same day. Friendly 
matches against Lebanon, Bahrain, 
and Oman have thus been cancelled. 

Jordan qualified to the Arab Cup 
finals after beating Lebanon 2-0. 
drawing 1-1 with Palestine, and los- 
ing to Syria 3-0 in the preliminaries 
held in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Twelve teams will be contesting 
the finals in. which Jordan will be 
playing alongside Libya and Qatar in 
Group 1 . Group 2 includes titlehold- 
ers Egypt, Kuwait and Syria. 
Morocco, the UAE and Sudan will 
be playing in Group 3 while Group 4 
includes Saudi Arabia, Algeria and 
Lebanon. 

The top team in each group will 


qualify to the second round where 
the winners advance to the finals and 
the losers play for third and fourth 
places. 

Jordan meets Libya Sept. 24 and 
Qatar SepL 26. 

Meanwhile. Premier League 
matches have been put on hold pend- 
ing the return of the national team 
with two more weeks remaining for 
the conclusion of the first leg. 

A1 FaisaJi currently top the stand- 
ings on goal difference after the a 6- 
0 demolition of Kufrsoum while A1 
Wihdat lost the lead after suffering 
their first defeat of the event 3-0 to 
Al Hussein. 

Al Wihdat are this year looking for 
their 5th consecudve Premier 
League title. They won the first of 
the " season’s tides when they 
clinched their fourth Cup Winners' 
Cup. 

Al Faisali won the second of the 
season's four soccer championships 
when they won their record 10th 
Jordan Cup. 

Al Faisal i's last major titles were 
the 1995 Jordan Cup and the 1997 
Federation Shield, as Al Wihdat 
have won the Cup and Cup Winners 
Cup in the last two years and the 
Premier League in the last four. 

The fourth trophy .of the year — 
the Jordan Football Association 


Shield — will be played without 
national team players starring today 
(see separate story on page 11). 

The Premier League 
Championship kicked off in April 
but has witnessed a series of delays 
starting with the month-long boycott 
of seven teams over the issue of tick- 
et sales allocation before the JFA set- 
tled the dispute. 

The championship then resumed 
only to hall again in June during 
which the national team prepared for 
the Arab Cup qualifiers. It then 
resumed Aug. 9 before its current 
halt for the Arab Cup finals. 

The national team includes Ahmad 
Abu Nasouh. Mohammad Abu 
Daoud. Freidon Shamsudin. 
Mohannad Mahadin. Haitham 
Shboul. Faisal Ibrahim, Abdallah 
Abu Zame'h. Amjad Taher, Haitham 
Samrin, Ra'fat AJi. Subhi Suleiman, 
Hatem Aqel. Osama Talal. Ali 
Juma’a, Abdullah Shiyyab. Farid 
Shanaineh, Laith Dardour. Badran 
Shaqran. Hassouneh Shiekh. Sufyan 
Abdullah, and Ihab Ma’ali. 

Three key players are missing from 
the lineup: Jiryes Tad ros (injury). 
Jamal Abu Abed (retired), and 
Yousef Ammouri who was not 
named to the team. 


NEW HAVEN (AFP) — 
Steffi Graf won her first 
tournament since May 
1997 and the 104th title of 
her career Saturday, 
defeating Jana Novotna 6- 
4, 6-1 In the Pilot Pen 
International. 

The victory marked the 
first major stepping stone 
of the German’s comeback 
from injury. 

She was out of the game 
from June oF last year after 
undergoing knee surgery, 
returning briefly for two 
tournaments in February. 
But it was not until June 
that she was able to com- 
pete regularly once again. 

Struggling to make her 
mark, she lost to Magui 
Serna in the third round of 
the Canadian Open last 
week, and instead of tak- 
ing a vacation in Honda as 
she intended. Graf heeded 
the advice of her coach. 
Heinz Gunthardt. to play 
in New Haven. 

A weary Novotna played 
a large part in Graf's victo- 
ry, failing to compete al all 
in the second set after 
being broken to love to 
concede the first. 

But the fourth -seeded 
German deserved her tri- 
umph on the basis of her 
first set performance 
alone. 

“I was very tired from 
playing night matches and 
a lot of tennis this week." 
said Novotna, who played 
doubles until after 10pm 
the night before the final. 
“With her you have to be 
100 per cent sharp, and 
Steffi was on top of her 
game. 

“The way she played 
today. 1 think she is just 
where she was when she 
stopped playing. Now the 
point will be if she can do 
it from one week to anoth- 
er. how long she can keep 
it up.’’ 

There were virtually no 
flaws in Graf’s game. She 
moved like a well oiled 
machine and struck both 
her forehand and backhand 
with precision. Second 
seeded Novotna matched 
her in most areas, and 
made many well-timed 
approaches to the net, but 
once she had dropped the 
first set her challenge fell 
away dramatically. 


Graf captures 1st title 
in more than a year 

V 



Stem Graf of Germany holds up the U.S.T.A. Hardcourt Championship trophy after 
she won the Pilot Pen International singles championship in New Haven Conn Graf 
won the title by defeating Jana Novotna 6-4, 6-1 (AP Photo) 

Graf broke to lead the 


to 

first set 3-1. Novotna 
broke for 2-3 and Graf re- 
established her lead in the 
next game to go ahead 4-2. 
Bui serving al 5-3, she was 
beaten by a forehand pass 
as Novotna earned a 
reprieve. 

Graf’s response to that 
was to break Novotna to 
love for the set, and the 
Czech claimed only two 
points in the first three 
games of the second set 


before asking for a toilet 
break. It made no differ- 
ence. She returned as 
lethargic as before and 
claimed only nine points in 
the set as Graf strolled to 
victory. 

"I felt good out there. To 
win was very, very satisfy- 
ing. This is what I have 
worked for. Going into the 
Open, if I don't get confi- 
dence from winning this 
tournament I don't know 
where I d get it from." said 
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Graf, who beat the number 
two and three ranked play- 
ers. Her own ranking will 
go back into the top 30 as a 
result of her triumph. 

"1 picked the right 
moments to come to the 
net. and especially in the 
first set when she played a 
little shorter I attacked on 
the important points. That 
is one thing I definitely 
have to keep working on 
because it purs a lot of 
pressure on the opponent." 


CINEMA 


Robert Duvall & 
Tea Leoni.Jn 


DEEP IMPACT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6-. 1 5, 8:30. 10:30 
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Leonardo Di Caprio .. in 


THE MAN IN 
THE IRON MASK! 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 




'^Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 22:30 

> 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 X 

CONCORD 


CINEMA 


TEL- .VttiWJ 


Robert Duvall & 

Tea Leoni.Jn 

DEEP IMPACT 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 
SSKCQBB T 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30. SJOonlv 


GALLERIA 1 



CINEMA 


ABDOUN 

wird'.cns .com.jo/Galleria 


GODZILLA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 


nj. yn47Q3 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

W7me.cns.com .jofCallcria 


V. 


HifrantoTesTheate 
TEL: 4625155 






CITY OF ANGELS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30 


WATCH OUT FOR 
THE NEW PLAY 
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Adel Fmam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 

at 10:30 p.m. 
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Jordan Football Association 
Shield kicks off today 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Wihdat 
play AI Qadissieh while 
AJ 'Ram tha meet 
Kufrsoum Monday in the 
opening matches of the 
1998- Jordan Football 
Federation (JFA) Shield 
Championship — the 
fourth of the Kingdom's 
annual soccer competi- 
tions. 

The month-long event 
groups Premier League 
teams only playing with- 
out their national team 
players for the first time 
in the competition's histo- 
ry- 

The national team left 
for Yugoslavia Sunday for 
a three-week training 
camp in preparation for 
the Sept. 22-30 Arab Cup 
finals in Qatar (see sepa- 
rate story on page 10). 

The JFA Shield is the 
last major soccer event of 
the season. 

Al Wihdat, looking for 
their 5th consecutive 
Premier League title, won 
the first of the season’s 
titles when they clinched 
their fourth Cup Winners’ 
Cup. 

AI Faisali beat Al 
Wihdat to win their record 
10th Jordan Cup last 
month. They currently 
top Premier League stand- 


JFA Shield record (runner-up in parenthesis) 


1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1955 

1986 

1987 

1956 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 


Jazireh (Wihdat) 

Wihdat (Amman) 
W ihdat (Ramtha) 
Amman (Hussein) 
Amman (Faisali) 
Jazireh (Faisali) 
Faisali (Wihdat) 
Wihdat (Hussein) 
Ramtha (Wihdat) 
Ramtha (Hussein) 
Faisali (Wihdat) 
Faisali (Hussein) 
Ramtha (Qadissieh) 
Hussein (Faisali) 
Wihdat 

Ramtha (Hussein) 
Faisali (Wihdat) 


ings on goal difference 
over Al Wihdat. 

Premier League match- 
es have been put on hold 
for now pending the 
return of the national team 
with two more weeks 
remaining for the conclu- 
sion of the first leg. 

Utleholders Al Faisali 
will be aiming to win a 
record fifth Shield title. 
AI Wihdat and Al Ramtha 
have also won it four 
times. 

AI Faisali’s last major 
titles were the 1995 
Jordan Cup and the 1997 
Federation Shield. Al 
Wihdat have won the Cup 
and Cup Winners Cup in 
the last two years and the 


Premier League in the last 
four. 

Al Wihdat, Al Faisali 
and Al Ramtha are the 
three clubs most affected 
by the absence of national 
team players while the 
rest of the clubs have their 
complete lineups ready 
for competition. 

Jamal Abu Abed, who 
retired from intematinal 
duty this year, will be 
leading A I Faisali, while 
AI Wihdat will be missing 
seven players in adidition 
to caption Yousef 
Ammouri who has been 
suspended by the JFA for 
three matches for unsport- 
manlike conduct. 



Spam’s Felix Mantilla returns the ball to Marat Safin of Russia in the semifinals of 
tfaeiHamlet Cup at the Hamlet Golf and Country Club in Commack, N.Y. Mantilla 
woifr-3, 5-7, 6-4 ( AP Photo) 


Arsenal 
held as 
Petit 
sees red 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal 
missed the chance to go top of 
the English Premiership when 
they fad World Cup hero 
Emmanuel Petit sent off and 
were held to a (K>draw by top 
flight newcomers Charlton at 
Highbury on Saturday. 

Aston Villa are the new 
leaders of die early season 
table following a 14) win at 
Sheffield Wednesday while 
stricken Tottenham grabbed a 
crucial 1-0 victory at strug- 
gling Everton. 

Liverpool will join Villa at 
the Premiership summit if 
they wreck Newcastle coach 
Ruud Gullit’s first game in 
charge with victor)' at Sl 
J ames's Park on Sunday. 

French midfielder Petit was 
booked for dissent in the 56th 
minute alter referee Graham 
Poll turned down penalty 
claims by fellow -Frenchmen 
Nicolas Anelka and Patrick 
Vieira. 

A minute later Petit brought 
down Charlton’s Shaun 
Newton with a reckless chal- 
lenge and Poll had no option 
but to send the Frenchman! on 
his way for an early bath. 

Petit’s petulance forced the 
Gunners into a reshuffle, 
effectively ending any hope 
they had of breaking down 
their resolute and we U -organ- 
ised London rivals, who led 
the table before kick-off. 

Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger made no attempt to 
excuse Peril’s behaviour, 
admitting: “He let frustration 
get the better of him”. 

Petit, who is due to have an 
operation to clear a sinus 
problem on Wednesday and 
has pulled out of Ranee’s 
European Championship 
qualifier against Iceland next 
Saturday, will now also miss 
Arsenti! Vgafrie at Leicester' 
the - following Saturday 
through a one-match suspen- 
sion. 

In the day’s other matches, 
Kevin Galiacher marked his 
first stan of the season with a 
goal to open Blackburn’s 
account for the new campaign 
in a 1-0 home win over 
Leicester at Ewood Park. 

Nottingham Forest striker 
Jean-Clau de Darcheville 

grabbed his first goal for the 
club as Southampton slumped 
to a 2-1 defeat at The Dell — 
their third loss of the season. 

Middlesbrough substitute 
Hamilton Ricard gave Biyan 
Robson's side a 1-1 draw 
against Derby with his first 
goal of the season after Costa 
Rican Paulo Wanchope had 
scored on the half-hour for die 
visitors. 

Leeds drew 1-1 at 
Wimbledon while Coventry 
and West Ham battled each 
other to a goalless stalemate. 


Batter ousts Rusedski 
to reach Hamlet Cup final 


COMMACK, New York 
(AFP) — Pat Rafter tuned 
up for his U.S. Open tide 
defence with a victory over 
his 1997 Flushing 
Meadows final victim Greg 
Rusedski Saturday to reach 
the final of the ATP Tour 
Hamlet Cup. 

The second-seeded Rafter 
broke Rusedski once in 
each set in recording a 6-4, 
7-5 victory that moved the 
Australian into his third 
bardcourt final of foe sum- 
mer. 

Rafter will face the win- 
ner of the second semi-final 
between Russian teenager 
Marat Safin and eighth seed 
Felix Mantilla of Spain. 

Rafter, a finalist here last 
year, broke Rusedski in the 
Hth game of the second set 
to go up 6-5 and secured the 
victoiy when his volley 
return was put in the net by 
Rusedski. 

With the victory. Rafter 
unproved to 17-2 in the 
summer bardcourt season, 
winning . back-to-back 
Super 9 titles in Toronto 
and Cincinnati. The 25- 
year-old Australian will 
seek his fifth singles title of 
the year on Sunday, which 
would tie Chile’s Marcelo 
Rios for the ATP Tour lead. 


The fourth-seeded 

Rusedski fell to 1-5 lifetime 
against Rafter, failing to 
capitalize on three break- 
point opportunities and 
committing 18 unforced 
errors. He was attempting 
to reach his fourth ATP Tour 
final of the year. 

The 18-year-old Safin, 
playing in his first ATP Tour 
quarter-final. dispatched 
lucky loser David Prinosil 
of Germany in straight sets 
Friday. 

Safin is the youngest 
player in the top 100 on the 
AIT rankings at No. 72. He 
gained attention earlier in 
the year by dropping an 
epic five-set battle to Jim 
Courier in the first round of 
Davis Cup. 

Safin also upset Andre 
Agassi and 1997 French 
Open champion Gustavo 
Kuerten en route to the 
round of 16 at Roland 
Garros. 

Mantilla advanced to his 
fifth semi-final of the year 
and third on hardcourts 
with a three-set win over 
Kuerten. He has won six 
career singles titles, all on 
clay. 


FOR RE1WT 


1) VILLA : 5 BEDS + 5 BATHS (INSIDE SWIMMING POOL) 
(ABDOUNI FURNISHED OR UN - FURN. 

2) ELAT : 3 BEDS + 3 BATHS (FURNISHED) - SWEIFBEH 

3) FLAT : 3 BEDS + 3 BATHS UN - FURNISHED 

(4TH)JABAL AMMAN 


BY BIOS REAL ESTATE : 5858290 / MOBILE : 07 l )-37‘)4fi 


APARTMENT TO LET 

Furnished or unfurnished deluxe apartment. Consists of 3 
bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, first floor in a four-apartment 
building. Location: Western Amman, Abdullah Ghosheh 
Street, near Gineva Hotel. 

Please contact Tel.: 5820306 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
(ABDOUN) 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
telephone line and garden. 

If interested, please call Tel.: 5926760 or 
Mobile: 079/50017 from 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. 


FULLY FURNISHED & EQUIPPED FOR RENT 

A- The half first floor of only two-floor family building. 

B- A nice independent studio with the first floor large roof with 
nice view & very quiet 

Location: Jabal Amman. Zahran Street No. 147 (near the 5th Circle) 
Multicar parking exists 

If interested please call: 5932509 


JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED 1998 

Full options, sunroof, alarm with remote start, 
heated seats. Only 7,000 miles 
Custom not paid. Asking JD25,000 
582-7320 - 079 91400 


Ramtha threaten to pull out 
of Premier League Championship 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Al Ramtha Club Sunday 
threatened to withdraw from local 
football contests if the Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) fails to ensure fair 
handling of soccer matches by local 
referees. 

Spokesman Sain Zoubi said a final 
decision on the issue would be 
announced in the coming 4S hours if 
contacts with the JFA failed to bear 
fruit. 

He said that his club was trying to 
contact JFA Vice President Saleh 
Irsheidat to discuss the issue with him. 

Zoubi pointed that Al Ramtha has 
sent a letter to the JFA President HRH 
Prince Abdullah urging him to inter- 
fere to resolve what he described as 
the country's “referee problem". 

Al Ramtha's spokesman told the 
Jordan Times that the option of sus- 
pending the club's participation was 
suggested by some members follow- 
ing repeated “mistakes” by Jordanian 
referees during Premier League 
matches, notably Al Ramtha's match 


with rivals Al Wihdat, which the latter 
won 1-0. 

That match seems to have triggered 
the latest controversy with AJ Ramtha 
charging that Jordanian referee Fahd 
Has him was “responsible" for their 
team’s defeaL 

“The referees were responsible for 
the suspension of our coach Abdul 
Majeed Samarah,” Zoubi added. 

Samarah was suspended for one year 
because of “misbehaviour” with one 
of the Syrian referees following the 
match. 

Zoubi said that the same mistakes 
were repeated during their matches 
with AI Hussein and Al Arabi last 
month. 

“The issue is occurring again and 
again. Referees commit mistakes and 
we bear the consequences. If the JFA 
fails to do anything, we will have no 
choice but to pullout from the local 
contests,” Zoubi said. 

“The JFA should watch the perfor- 
mance of referees. If any mistakes are 
committed, they should be punished 
and the penalty should be made pub- 
lic,” he added. 


The performance of local referees 
has lately come under severe criticism 
by soccer clubs in the country com- 
plaining of bias in handling matches. 

Last year, one of the Kingdom’s key 
soccer teams, Al Faisali insisted on 
not playing against Al Wihdat with a 
panel of Jordanian referees. 

The JFA agreed to allow foreign ref- 
erees to supervise the matches 
between the two clubs, on the condi- 
tion that referees be paid by the dub 
that requests such a demand, amount- 
ing up to $3000 for each game. 

“We cannot afford to pay that 
amount to foreign referees to officiate 
our matches. Local referees should be 
well qualified to run local contests," 
he added. 

He was referring to the Cup 
Winner's Cup match against Al 
Wihdat which was run by Syrian refer- 
ees, in which his team lost 4-2. 

“We are under pressure from the 
clubs fans and members that if such 
mistakes are repeated, we should have 
no other choice but to quit,” he added. 


Hill snatches Belgian GP as Hakkinen, 
Schumacher crash out 


SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS. 
Belgium (AFP) — World 
championship rivals Mika 
Hakkinen and Michael 
Schumacher both failed to 
finish a drama-packed 
Belgian Grand Prix here on 
Sunday, allowing Britain's 
Damon Hill to snatch an 
extraordinary victory. 

His win, however, was 
totally overshadowed by a 
string of controversial inci- 
dents which included a 
mass pile-up forcing a 
restart, a string of spectacu- 
lar collisions in appalling 
conditions and only a hand- 
ful of cars finishing. 

.Schumacher, who tangled 
with Hakkinen on the first 
comer of the restart to put 
the Finn out of the race, 
added to the drama when he 
was himself forced out of 
the race when looking sure 
of victory. 

The German, furious after 
smashing into the back of 
Hakkinen 's teammate 

David Coultard. marched 
up to the McLaren pit but 
was stopped from getting to 
Coulthard by a crowd of 
officials. 

Had Schumacher won, he 
would have overtaken 
Hakkinen in the world 


championship race. Instead, 
he remained on 70 points, 
seven behind the Finn with 
three races to go. 

Hill, meanwhile, took 
advantage of the carnage to 
win ahead of his Jordan 
Mugen Honda teammate 
Ralf Schumacher. the 
younger brother of 
Michael, with Frenchman 
Jean Alesi third in a Sauber- 
Petronas. 

The drama began from 
the oft' as rain and fog 
beginning to envelop the 
circuit and clouds of spray 
off the track impaired the 
drivers’ vision. 

Hakkinen, who began on 
pole, and Schumacher got 
away safely but just past the 
first chicane Coulthard 
veered across the track after 
appearing to lose control 
and rebounded back onto 
the circuit off the safety 
barrier. 

In all. 13 cars were 
involved in the resulting 
pile-up, four of which 
failed to make the restart, 
reducing the field to 18. 

The excitement continued 
immediately on the restart 
almost an hour later after 
the track had been cleared 
of oil and debris. 


Schumacher and 

Hakkinen made contact in 
the first chicane and the 
Finn spun before being hit 
by a following car, forcing 
him to abandon. 

Hill, the winner here in 
1993 and 1994, took advan- 
tage by grabbing the lead 
but he was caught and 
passed by Schumacher after 
eight laps as the rain got 
heavier. 

The race seemed set to 
turn into a procession as the 
German, a master in wet 
conditions and the winner 
here for the past three 
years, rapidly forged ahead. 

The crashes continued 
behind, however. Jacques 
Villeneuve. in his Williams- 
Mecachrome, spun off after 
17 laps before the climax of 
the race occured eight laps 


later. 

Schumacher, preparing to 
lap Coulthard. reacted too 
late when the Scot appeared 
to slow down ro let him 
through and smashed into 
the back of the McLaren. 

Schumacher drove his car 
back to the pits on three 
wheels, tore off his helmet 
and set off to try and get to 
Coulthard. only to be 
forced back by a crowd of 
McLaren officials. 

Coulthard managed to get 
back onto the circuit, leav- 
ing just seven cars in the 
race. 

By then Hill had taken the 
lead and the English former 
world champion got home, 
ft oishing the 44 laps for his 
first victory for the Jordan 
team and his 22nd Grand 
Prix win of his career. 


APARTMENT FOR SALE/ WITH 
OR WITHOUT FURNITURE 

Location: Khalda, near new English School. 2 bedrooms, 
sitting room, guest room, dining room, kitchen, bathroom, 
alarm system, solar heating, central heating, carpet, 
phone, big water tanks, external electronic lock, very fine 
furniture. Price upon inspection. 

Please call: 4659956, 5539060-Mobile: 079-27474 


FOR SALE 

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
(DUTY UNPAID) 

Model 1994, 4x4, smoke silver colour , fully 
loaded. Price: $ 13,500 
Call Steven at Tel.: 475-4131 


FOR RENT 




THE BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

will recommence their monthly meetings 
Wednesday 2nd September 10:00-12:00 p.m., 
Wednesday 9th September 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
at the Radisson SAS Hotel. 

And thereafter every 

1st Wednesday of the month 10:00-12:00 p.m. 
& 2nd Wednesday of the month 4:00-6:00 p.m. 


300 sq.m. Furnished / unfurnished floor 
7th Circle area 

For details, call (079/35430) j 
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KLM CARGO 

Royal Dutch AlrHnos 

KLM, Royal Dutch Airlines URGENTLY requires 
for their Cargo office in Amman , Jordan a : 

Customer Service Officer 

Applicants must be / have : 

* at least 3 years working experience in a well 
reputed airline or air cargo agency . 

* experience in dealing with customers 

* a pleasant personality and excellent people 

relation skills 

* highly organized and systematic 

* fluent in written and spoken Arabic and English 

* under the age of 30 


a detailed CV, containing information on all the 
above mentioned criteria should be received by 
fax within 5 days after this publication. Only 
respond in writing , telephone calls will not be 
entertained. 

Mr Kenneth Desouza 
Customer Service Officer 
KLM Cargo 
Fax:06-4451554 
Amman 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL LANGUAGE CENTRE j 
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ARABIC COURSES STARTING j 

COLLOQUIAL JORDANIAN ARABIC 
NEW METHODOLOGY 
GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED PROGRESS 

REGISTER NOW j 

FOR 

Autumn Course 1998 I 

( 5 September to 21 October 1998 ) 

Registration days: 1 and 2 September 1998 from 12:00 to 5:00 pjn. 
Gass days and times: Sundays, Tuesdays and every other Wednesday j 
from 18:30 to 20:30 ' 

Course FeesJD 120 

Suitable for complete beginners # ! 

For further information please contact: 

Telephone:* 00 )( 962 X 6 ) -*6 13368. 4636147 / 8 

Fax:( 00 X W2 K 6 ) 4613389, 4656413 ! 

Registered in England as a charity no. 209)31 J 

Virit am* World Wide Wtfa site at: hupdwwwJtritcoQiuK^ordaa \ 

Visit onr tkss Conference at : Information Prtvidtnm* Birittfi Cn ntfl i 






w 


12 News 


In first PNA execution 


Two convicted murderers 


face firing squad in Gaza 


GAZA (R) — A Palestinian 
firing squad executed two 
convicted killers Sunday in 
the first death sentences car* 
ried out since the introduc- 
tion of Palestinian self-rule 
in 1994, police said. 

Brothers Raed and 
Mohammad Abu Sultan 
were executed at Gaza 
police headquarters by 10 
black-clad policemen short- 
ly after Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
upheld the sentences 
imposed on them by a mili- 
tary court Saturday. 

“The bodies were buried 
after the executions with the 
knowledge of the police,” 
Palestinian Police Chief 
Ghazi Jabali said in a state- 


ment 

A third Abu Sultan broth- 
er. Fans, was also sentenced 
to death by the court but in 
his case Arafat commuted 
the penalty to life imprison- 
ment Jabali said. 

The court had found the 
three brothers — all mem- 
bers of the Palestinian secu- 
rity services — guilty 
Saturday of the premeditat- 


ed murder last week of two 
other security officials in a 
family feud in self-ruled 
Gaza. 

One of the murdered men. 
Majdi A1 Khalidi. was a 
high-ranking official in 
Arafat's Fateh political fac- 
tion. 

Members of the Khalidi 
family joined Palestinian 
Cabinet ministers, legisla- 
tors. senior security officials 
and members of Fateh to 
witness the executions. 

Journalists were barred 
from the scene but were 
able to hear the shots ring 
out from Kalashnikov 
assault rifles over a security 
official’s walkie-talkie out- 
side the police compound. 

They also heard shouts of 
Allahu Akbar (God is 
Greatest). a common 
Muslim rallying cry, after 
the executions. 

“I thank President Yasser 
Arafat, who made an exam- 
ple of the murderers,” Jamil 
Khalidi. a cousin of the two 
men killed in last week’s 
shootings, said after watch- 
ing the executions. 


He said the Khalidi family 
was demanding implemen- 
tation of the death sentence 
for the third Abu Sultan 
brother, Faris. 

Arafat has the final say on 
whether death sentences 
imposed by Palestinian 
courts are carried out. He 
has repeatedly commuted 
such sentences to life 
imprisonment since the 
advent of Palestinian self- 
rule in most of Gaza and 
parts of the West Bank in 
1994 under interim peace 
deals with Israel. 

His decision to uphold the 
capital sentences in the case 
of two of the Abu Sultan 
brothers followed an outcry 
among Gazans over the 
abuse of power and 
weapons by security offi- 
cials highlighted by last 
week's blood feud. 

The Palestinian human 
rights group LAW protested 
Saturday that the introduc- 
tion of thousands of armed 
security personnel since 
1994 had militarised society 
and created “menacing cir- 
cumstances.” 


After the killings. Arafat 
issued strict regulations lim- 
iting security personnel 
from bearing weapons off- 
duty. the Palestinian cabinet 
said in a statement. 

Arafat has also faced 
more general discontent 
among Palestinians over 
repeated human rights abus- 
es by his myriad security 
agencies. Complaints have 
included allegations of 
severe torture, beatings and 
detention without trial. 

Hatem Abdul Qader, one 
of a group of lawmakers 
who met Arafat shortly 
before Sunday's executions, 
welcomed the Palestinian 
leader’s decision to uphold 
the death sentences. 

"It means there is a rule of 
law. It also means that who- 
ever attacks citizens, their 
lives and their property, will 
be punished as the law stip- 
ulates," he told Voice of 
Palestine Radio. 

Israeli officials declined 
comment, calling the execu- 
tions an interna] Palestinian 
affair. 


Baghdad blasts Kuwait for 
‘anti-Iraq’ GCC statement 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq on 
Sunday issued a strong 
attack on Kuwait saying it 
was behind an anti-Iraq 
stand adopted by a meeting 
of Gulf Arab states. 

A statement by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
on Friday was ftill of 
"hatred, complexes and dis- 
dain against Iraq.” an Iraqi 
information ministiy 
spokesman said in remarks 
published on Sunday. 

“We are sure this state- 
ment does not represent the 
opinion of our Arab people 
in the Arab Gulf states 
including Kuwait. U neither 
represents opinions of the 
official circles in the other 
Arab Gulf states who more 
than once expressed solidar- 
ity with Iraqis in face of the 
unjust embargo," ihe 
spokesman said. 

Baghdad invaded neigh- 
bouring Kuwait in 1990. 
triggering off the 1991 Gulf 
war, but in 1994 recognised 
Kuwait as an independent 
state within the bonders 


demarcated by a U.N. com- 
mission. 

The foreign ministers of 
oil-rich Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait. B ahrain, Qatar, 
Oman and United Arab 
Emirates ended a meeting 
of the GCC in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia on Friday expressing 
deep concern at Iraq's deci- 
sion to suspend cooperation 
with U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors. 

UNSCOM is a U.N. com- 
mission formed to identify 
and dismantle Iraq's 
nuclear, chemical and bio- 
logical weapons or pro- 
grammes to manufacture 
them. 

The Iraqi spokesman said 
Iraq had not suspended 
cooperation with UNSCOM 
and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) but it had stopped 
inspections only, while con- 
tinuing cooperation in mon- 
itoring activities at weapons 
sites already identified by 
inspectors. 

The GCC statement 


demanded Iraq withdraw 
the decision not to cooper- 
ate with UNSCOM and the 
IAEA and end threats to the 
security and independence 
of Kuwait 

“We are astonished that 
the GCC statement hinted 
that Iraq is using the lan- 
guage of threat against 
Kuwait We want to stress 
that no Iraqi body has ever 
mentioned the Kuwaiti 
rulers except when they 
make fallacies and contra- 
dictions against Iraq,” the 
Iraqi spokesman said. 

The spokesman said the 
GCC statement had been 
drafted by Kuwaiti rulers, 
who were chairing the 
meeting, rather than any of 
the council’s members. 

“We know that this state- 
ment does not represent 
opinions of all the Arab 
Gulf states.” he said. 

Iraq said earlier this 
month it would suspend 
cooperation with U.N. 
weapons inspectors until 1 
UNSCOM was restructured 


and its headquarters were 
moved from New York to 
Geneva or Vienna and U.N. 
sanctions were removed. 

Iraq says that all its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion have been accounted 
for and the Security Council 
should lift the trade embar- 
go on Iraq. 

A declaration by the U.N. 
weapons inspectors that 
Iraq is complying with the 
disarmament regime is nec- 
essary before sanctions, 
including a ban on the unre- 
stricted sale of oil. can be 
lifted. 

Kuwait, backed by 
Washington, wants Iraq to 
account for more than 600 
Kuwaitis and others who 
disappeared during the 1990 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait. 

Baghdad says it freed 
more than 6.000 Kuwaitis 
and others soon after the 
end of the war and denies 
holding any Kuwaitis. 


‘Afghans abandon nationality 
in search of Kuwaiti citizenship’ 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
About 3.000 Afghans who 
entered Kuwait seeking jobs 
are claiming to be bidoon. or 
stateless people, in the hope of 
gaining Kuwaiti citizenship, a 
local newspaper said Sunday. 

“The ‘new bidoons' are 
invading Kuwait Sabah A1 
Salem and Qurain. where 
most of them slay, is being 
transformed into Kabul and 
Kandahar.” the Arab Times 
said. 

The paper said the Afghans 
were either fighters from the 
Taleban group or the rival 
movement led by Ahmad 
Shah Masood. or civilians. 

Ail had fled the conflict 
between the two factions in 
war-tom Afghanistan, the 
daily said. 

Kuwait has requested assis- 
tance from Pakistan in repatri- 
ating the Afghan bidoon via 
the Pakistani city of 


Peshawar, which borders 
Afghanistan, and has said it is 
prepared to fund the move. 

The Arab Times said the 
request had been denied 
because “the returnees may 
be killed by the waning 
Afghan groups and because 
they do not have any identifi- 
cation documents." 

The bidoon. meaning 
“without" in Arabic, are now 
estimated to number some 
1 20.000 in Kuwait, down 
from 225,000 prior to the 
Iraqi invasion in August 1990. 
when a large number of 
bidoons suspected to be Iraqis 
resettled in Iraq. 

Some bidoons are from 
families based without official 
status in Kuwait for several 
generations, while others are 
mostly Arab economic 
migrants attracted to Kuwait 
by the oil boom from the 
1950s onwards. 


The parliamentary legal and 
legislative committee said in a 
report issued in early July that 
it had agreed on a law giving 
bidoons who have been 
refused Kuwaiti citizenship a 
year to prove their legal sta- 
tus. 

“Bidoons who succeed in 
normalising their legal status 
during this period will be 
issued an ordinary 1 0-ycar 
residence permit.” the report 
said. 

"Bidoons legally residing in 
(be country will continue to 
enjoy benefits offered to them 
by the government, including 
medical services on a par with 
Kuwaiti citizens.” it added 

Bidoons can qualify for cit- 
izenship with proof that they 
were bom in Kuwait, were 
included in the 1965 census, 
have Kuwaiti paternal rela- 
tives. and reside within the 
oil-rich emirate. 


Over 100 
immigrants 
arrested in 
S. Arabia 


PKK attacks village on eve of cease-fire 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Separatist Kurdish rebels on 
Sunday attacked a village in 
southeastern Turkey ahead of 
on unconditional ceasefire 
they had announced, Anatolia 
news agency reported. 

The Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) rebels opened fire 
with rockets on Kocabasi vil- 
lage near the Iranian border 
in the early morning, injuring 
two pro-government Kurdish 
village guards. Anatolia quot- 
ed security officials as say- 


The rebels fled after a mili- 


tary unit in the area launched 
a counter-attack, (he agency 
said. 

The reported attack fol- 
lowed the announcement 
Friday night by PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan of an 
unconditional ceasefire 
beginning on Tuesday in the 
14-year-old war with Turkish 
government forces. 

On Saturday, Prime 
Minister Mesut Ytlmaz dis- 
missed Ocalan's ceasefire 
offer, saying the government 
would never accept the rebel 
leader as a negotiating part- 


ner. 

Speaking on the pro-PKK 
televisioncbannel Med-TV 
broadcasting from Europe, 
Ocalan, alias “Apo," said the 
ceasefire could take effect on 
September 1. World Peace 
Day, to settle “the Kurdish 
national question peacefully 
and begin a dialogue” with 
the Turkish government 

4, If be is taking steps to sur- 
render. having grasped that 
be is in a desperate situation 
and cannot fight against die 
Turkish state, i call that posi- 
tive.” Ytlmaz told reporters. 


RIYADH (AFP) — More 
than 100 illegal immigrant* 
have been arrested in the 
western Saudi city of 
Mecca and will be depon- 
ed. the Okaz daily said 
Sunday, quoting police 
sources. 

Of those arrested, 97 were 
pilgrims who stayed in the 
kingdom after completing 
their annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca. Islam’s holiest site, 
while a further seven had 
not renewed their work per- 
mits, the daily said. 

The arrests follow a gov- 
ernment crackdown on ille- 
gal immigrants in the king- 
dom. About 400,000 illegal 
immigrants left Saudi 
Arabia last year during a 
three-month amnesty 
which ended in October. 

The government’s lough 
stance is part of a wider 
policy of opening up more 
jobs to Saudi nationals. 

In an effort to boost the 
local job market the gov- 
ernment earlier this month 
announced that Saudi 
nationals must make up 
five per cent of the work- 
force in private sector com- 
panies by October and 10 
per cent by next year. 

Companies not meeting 
those figures will be pro- 
hibited from bringing in 
new foreign workers or 
renewing residence visas 
for their current ones. 


Jordan Times, Monday, August 31, 1998 
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SHE DIED A YEAR AGO TODAY: Portrait of Diana is seen through the window of 
'Cafe Diana/ and restaurant which is dedicated to the princess, Sunday prior to the 
first anniversary of her death on Monday. The sign on the window advertises Italian 
beverages and Iraqi kebab. The cafe, which Diana had been to on occasion, has its 
walls adorned with pictures and memorabilia of the princess as the merchandising 
of Diana's memory continues to grow into a huge moneymaking industry (AFP 
photo) 


Iranian deputy: 

Taleban killed diplomats 


TEHRAN (AP) — A mem- 
ber of the Iranian parlia- 
ment was quoted Sunday as 
saying he believed that the 
Taleban movement in 

Afghanistan killed 1 1 

Iranian diplomats after the 
storming of Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Mortaza Nabavi. a promi- 
nent deputy in Iran’s Majlis, 
or parliament, was quoted 
by the Farsi-huiguagc daily 
Rouznamch Zan. It marked 
the first lime an Iranian offi- 
cial has said anything about 
the possibility the diplomats 
were dead. 

Nabavi said that reliable 
Shiite Muslim sources, 
whom he did not name, 
reported that the diplomats 


were killed by the Taleban. 
He gave no further details. 

Iran claims that the 1 1 
diplomats, along with 35 
truck drivers and a journal- 
ist for the state-run Islamic 
Republic News Agency, 
were captured by* the 
Taleban when Islamists 
overran the northern city of 
Mazar-e-Sharif on Aug. 8. 

The Taleban has said it 
knows nothing about the 
Iranian diplomats, but it 
admits to holding some 30 
Iranians suspected of arm- 
ing its opponents. 

Iran is believed to have 
backed the northern-based 
opposition to the Taleban, 
while Pakistan is widely 


believed to provide arms 
and other support to the 
Taleban. 

Iran has said it holds 
Pakistan responsible for the 
detainees’ safety. 

Earlier this month, an 
Iranian official was allowed 
to meet with the detained 
Iranian truck drivers in the 
southern Afghan city of 
Kandahar. 

Inin's deputy foreign min- 
ister. Alacddin Boroujerdi. 
said the official found the 
drivers to be in good health 
but that the Taleban did not 
allow him to meet the miss- 
ing diplomats or the IRNA 
correspondent. 


Iran’s Khatami withdraws 


charges on hardline press 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami has withdrawn 
defamation charges he 
issued earlier against two 
hardline magazines in order 
to send a message of toler- 
ance and freedom, the pres- 
ident's office said Sunday. 

“It is better for all of us. 
especially officials, to be a 
symbol of Islamic patience 
and self-restraint,” the head 
of the presidential office 
Mohammad Abtuhi was 
quoted as saying by Iran's 
official news agency IRNA. 

“Wc should even try in 
tolerate such disloyalties 
and consider it a price io 
pay for institutionalising 
criticism and freedom witlf- 
in the framework of the 
law.” Abtahi added. In a let- 
ter to the head of the court, 
Abtahi explained that 
President Khatami hopes to 
send a message of freedom 
of expression through this 
action. 

The Daily Iran newspaper 
reported that a Tehran court 
would Monday hear charges 
of publishing “insults and 
lies” filed by Khat.’mii's 
lawyers against 


Shalamchch and Yalcssarai 
A I Hussein, magazines run 
by Islamists opposed to the 
moderate president. 


’Wc should even tiy 
tn tolerate such 
disloyalties and 
consider it a price to 
pay for 

institutional ising 
criticism and f rcednm 
within the framework 
of the law' 


The charges, which also 
include accusations of 
breaking election laws, date 
from the May 1997 presi- 
dential polls, in which 
Khatami won an unexpect- 
ed landslide victory against 
conservative and hardline 
candidates backed by Iran’s 
clerical establishment. 

Khatami, who has pro- 
moted greater press free- 
dom and licensed dozens of 
new newspapers and maga- 
zines. has made tolerance 
and freedom of thought 


“within the framework of 
the law" a staple of his 
administration. 

Several moderate publica- 
tions have in the past few 
months faced suits by con- 
servatives on charges rang- 
ing from personal attacks to 
publishing immoral and 
"un- Islamic” texts or pho- 
tographs. 

The magazines, which 
Khatami objected to. are 
close to Islamists which 
have in the past few years 
repeatedly attacked meet- 
ings of moderates or dissi- 
dents. as well as bookshops 
and theatres selling books 
or showing films they deem 
immoral. 

The hardline Islamists 
have never been brought to 
justice for the attacks, 
prompting the widespread 
belief that they enjoy the 
backing of powerful conser- 
vative circles. 

Despite Khatami’s elec- 
tion victory, conservatives 
Mill control many key cen- 
tres of power, including the 
judiciary and the parlia- 
ment. 



Blind drive 
to highlight 
roads danger 


AMBRI (AFP) — More 
than 100 blind and partially 
sighted people got behind 
the wheel in Switzerland's 
Southwest Tessin canton 
for an initiative designed to 
increase awareness of the 
clangers posed by traffic, 
the Swiss ATS agency 
reported. Participants were 
shown and practised vari- 
ous driving techniques, 
particularly emergency 
stops, which organisers 
explained helped to 
demonstrate all the more 
graphically just how long it 
takes for a car to stop. 


'Diana shouldn’t 
have been buried 
all alone again’ 


LONDON (R) — Elton 
John, who sang the funeral 
tribute to Princess Diana 
that reduced her sons to 
tears, feels she should have 
been buried in Westminster 
Abbey and not “all alone 
again” on an island in her 
family estate. The rock star 
attacked the commerciali- 
sation of her memory as 
tacky, complaining: “I did 
think it was an extremely 
iffy thing to put her name 
on a tub of margarine.” The 
flamboyant singer moved 
millions to tears with his 
hastily rewritten tribute 
"Candle in the Wind” — 
originally dedicated to 
Marilyn Monroe, another 
cultural icon who also died 
at the age of 36. 


Van Damme 
recalls the day 
he almost died 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jean- 
Claude . . Van Damme 
remembers the day he 
almost died. It came just 
over a year ago while Van 
Damme was out of his 
mind on cocaine, pacing 
back and forth in a Hong 
Kong hotel suite like a 
caged animal. "I was in the 
room, I wrote on the back 
of a script my problems, 
my complexes, my fears. I 
wrote with that coke, like, 
80 pages.” Van Damme 
says in the Sept. 4 
Entertainment Weekly. 


Crawford thinks 
years have 
been kind to her 


NEW YORK (AP) -- 
Cindy Crawford thinks the 
years have been kind to 
her. The supermodel first 
did a nude layout for 
Playboy a decade ago and 
recently did another for the 
magazine's October issue 
— over the objections of 
advisers. “My agent, 
among other people, said 
‘you shouldn’t do Playboy 
again because people are 
just starting to take you 
seriously.” Crawford says 
in the Sept. 7 People maga- 
zine. “I thought, ‘how sad. 
Do I have io sacrifice being 
perceived as a sensual 
woman to be taken serious- 
ly?” 


Urich at the helm 
of Hollywood 
Christmas Parade 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
TV star and cancer sur- 
vivor Robert Urich, riding 
high as captain of the Love 
Boat, will be at the helm of 
this year’s Hollywood 
Christmas Parade. The for- 
mer star of "Vegas," 
“Spencer For Hire" and 
“The Lazarus Man” was 
named grand marshal] for 
67th annual holiday parade 
through the heart of 
Hollywood. Urich heads a 
cruise ship on the current 
American TV show, “Love 
Boat. The Next Wave.” The 
Christmas parade featuring 
celebrities, floats and 
marching bands will be 
broadcast nationwide by 
the UPN network, which 
carries his show', on Nov. 
29. 
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